NeWsS 9

HOMEOWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE EVERYWHERE

Community and Supportive Services
Program Helps Area Residents

ISSUE NO. 10
Fall/Winter 2006

Currently English as a Second
Language classes are held Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to
noon and a GED class is held
every Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30 to 11 a.m. Please call the
office to register. A brief list of
activities occurring this fall is
provided below.

e The Computer Lab and

Emmett Mcloughlin Center, 1150 S. Seventh Ave.

The new Emmett McLoughlin
Community Training and Education Center
(CTEC) located at 1150 S. Seventh Ave.,
is home to the HOPE VI Project
Community and Supportive Services
Program (CSS), which provides numerous
social services to Phoenix residents to
improve their quality of life.

The center is open from 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Fall hours
include expanded hours Monday through
Thursday evenings. A monthly calendar of
Henson Village events is posted at CTEC
and the management leasing building.
Residents also can obtain this information
by calling 602-534-2043.

One-Stop Employment
Center opened in
September.

The Association for Supportive Child
Care will be sponsoring Child Care
Professional Training October 23 —
November 3. This two-week course is
given in English and Spanish and
prepares individuals for employment in
the child care and early education field.

Phoenix Day assisted the CSS program
with opening the Child Watch Center,
which is only available for parents
while taking classes or training at the
center. Child Watch slots are available
on a first-come first-serve basis. The
Child Watch Center provides services
to children from one to six years old.
Maximum occupancy for the center is
16 children at a time.

« Future classes and workshops
scheduled at CTEC include:
Head Start Substitute Teacher
Training, Financial Literacy and
Job Readiness Workshops.

In addition, the Fair Worthy
Institute recently facilitated a
Relationship and Communication
Class. This one day workshop was
held on August 19 and 26 in English
and Spanish, respectively. Individuals
and couples were provided culturally
sensitive training on relationship
skills, step and blended families,
domestic violence, problem solving,
conflict resolution and
communication.

CTEC was officially named after
Emmett McLoughlin, a former
Franciscan priest who dedicated his
life to improving the quality of life of
Phoenix residents in the Central City
South Community in the late 1930’s.
His work led him to lobby for funding
to build the Matthew Henson Homes
in 1941, which were the first public
housing units for African Americans in
Phoenix. The center was named in his
honor at a dedication ceremony on
June 13, 2006.

¥V Youth Healthcare Internship

HOPE VI youth, Jayleen Enriquez, 17, was awarded a Health
care Internship sponsored by the city of Phoenix Workforce
Connection, Gateway Community College, Maricopa Integrated
Health System, Phoenix Memorial Hospital, St. Luke’s Medical
Center, Arizona Heart Hospital, Maryvale Hospital and St.
Joseph’s Hospital. The program included a four-week paid

internship and participants earned five college credits from
Gateway Community College. Jayleen worked at Phoenix
Memorial Hospital and says the most exciting part was
working in the trauma department with real doctors and nurses.
She plans to become a nurse and has enrolled at Gateway
Community College for the fall semester.
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New Face at the
CSS Office

Blanca Arredondo
joined the HOPE VI
Community and
Supportive Services
Office as a Secretary II.
People who come to the
Emmett McLoughlin
Community Training
and Education Center
are greeted with her
friendly smile and
warm personality.

Blanca grew up at Matthew Henson until 2002
when her father purchased a home. She graduated
from Central High School in 2004. After high
school, she attended South Mountain Community
College where she earned an Associate’s Degree in
Business in May 2006. Blanca is currently
attending Arizona State University where she is
pursuing a degree in finance. Her desire to succeed
is a great asset to the HOPE VI team and her
accomplishments are an inspiration to all youth.

Community
Action
Team (CAT)

In an effort to coordinate all the surrounding
neighborhood groups with each other to fight crime,
Phoenix Revitalization Corporation (PRC), city of
Phoenix, and other coordinating partners hosted the
first Central City South Community Action Team
meeting in August at the Emmett McLoughlin
Community Training and Education Center (CTEC).
Groups who participated were: Krohn West Block
Watch, Henson Village Block Watch, Krohn West
and 7-11 Fight backs; Marcos de Niza Tenant
Council Block Watch and Junior Block Watch; New
Homes, Grant Park, Central Park Neighborhood
Association and Barrios Unidos. It was decided by
all the groups to host a monthly Community Action
Team meeting on the second Thursday of every
month from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at CTEC. Guest
speakers will be invited to the meetings and each
group will break into their small discussion sessions
to address specific issues. The Police Community
Action Officers (CAO) will attend these meetings
and provide an update on crime in the area.

¥ Maricopa Skill Center

The Maricopa Skill Center Computer Repair and Networking Program
assisted the HOPE VI Community and Supportive Services (CSS) Program
with setting up the network for the computer lab and the Career One Stop
Center at the Emmett McLoughlin Community Training and Education
Center. Ken Jackson, instructor for this program, and a group of his
students unpacked and assembled several computers and connected them
to the Internet. This team of highly motivated students and their instructor
were professional and did an excellent job. The CSS Program highly
values its partnership with Maricopa Skill Center.

Bank of America
Donates Bikes to
Henson Village Youth

Bank of America donated 200 bicycles to the HOPE VI project master
developer, McCormack Baron Salazar (MBS), for youth who reside at
Henson Village.

Maria Echeveste, community development market manager with Bank
of America (B of A), coordinated the efforts with MBS.

The bicycles were assembled by B of A associates from across the
country who attended their Spirit Award of Excellence Program which
honors associates who demonstrate the spirit of the bank with exceptional
annual performance, outstanding success in sales and service and
leadership qualities. The program included a
unique teambuilding project known as
“Build-a-Bike.”

“For most of these children, the
bikes they receive will be their
first,” said Bank of America
Arizona President Benito
Almanza. The children will
earn their bikes through
performance projects and
challenges to instill pride of
ownership and the value of hard
work; it’s the difference between
giving in the present versus teaching for
the future”.

The HOPE VI Community and Supportive Services (CSS)
Program and the Vernell Coleman Recreation Center staff will work with
area schools and programs to distribute the bicycles to youth who have
either contributed to their community or have achieved academic success.
Dunbar School presented more than 40 bikes to youth at their year-end
awards ceremony in June. CSS program staff presented 10 bicycles to
youth who joined the Boy Scouts and conducted a neighborhood clean up
in the HOPE VI redevelopment area. The HOPE VI Project team is
grateful for this generous donation from Bank of America.
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Dress for Success
Fashion Show

The Community and Supportive

Services Program and the Vernell
Colemen Recreation Center in
partnership with the Central Phoenix
Family Service Center, Family Self
Sufficiency Program, Neighborhood
Services Department, Clothes Silo,
Back-To-School Clothing Drive,
Maricopa Skill Center and Goodwill
sponsored a Central City South
“How to Dress for Success” fashion
show in August.

Residents were able to learn about
dressing for success while on a
budget. The show featured six
volunteer models from the
community who displayed
professional and casual attire
found at the Clothes Silo and
Goodwill thrift stores.
Clothes Silo and Goodwill
donated all the clothing,
shoes and accessories for the
models and gift certificates
for all audience attendees.
The Maricopa Skill Center
cosmetology program
donated beauty certificates
for door prizes and the
Back-To-School Clothing
Drive donated backpacks for
the school age children in
attendance. Ray Buchanan with the city’s Neighborhood Services
Department was the event emcee, Dr. Tamera Zivik of Clothes Silo,
moderated the show and Zona Pacheco of HOPE IV provided a video
on make-up tips.

The show was part of the free monthly community education series
sponsored by the Central City South Collaborative and held at CTEC.
Look for upcoming classes on the Henson Village Schedule of Events
or call the CSS Office at (602) 534-2043 for information and class
times. If you are interested in helping to plan and/or assist with future
classes please contact the CSS office.

Julia Casarez, a former resident of Matthew Henson, continues to be
involved in the community. In June 2005, Julia was hired as a laborer
to work on the HOPE VI construction project. She was a model in the
“How to Dress for Success” fashion event. For the event Julia modeled
two outfits provided by “The Clothes Silo” a two-piece emerald green
suit with a pastel beige blouse appropriate for a job interview and a
pink top with a matching skirt with darker colors and a dash of pink for
casual wear. Thank you Julia Casarez for continuing to support your
community!

¥ Project BRAVE

In partnership with the city of Phoenix Parks and
Recreation Department, Henson Village youth
participated in a four-week workshop series in the
Spring. Project BRAVE (Bringing Reality About
Violence Education) is a violence prevention program
which was created to decrease violence in our
communities through education, awareness and role
playing. The free workshops were held at the Emmett
McLoughlin Community Training and Education
Center. Youth discussed issues such as anger
management, self-esteem, conflict resolution, bullies
and victims. The goal is to have another workshop this
fall on gang violence and prevention.

)
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Bringing Reality About Violence Education

Senior
Focus
Group

The HOPE VI Community and Supportive Services
(CSS) team is very excited to have started Senior
Focus Groups again! Senior Focus groups are held
once a month on the first Thursday of each month from
3 to 4 p.m. We encourage all residents who live at the
Senior Living Building at Henson Village and any
older adults who live at Matthew Henson Apartments
to attend. CSS program staff facilitate the meetings
which include various guest speakers from community
programs and agencies that have excellent information
that is important to the health and well being of older
adults. Suggestions for meeting topics are always
welcome, refreshments are served and door prizes are
given away to attendees.

During the month of September, the HOPE VI CSS
program partnered with the University of Arizona’s
Cooperative Education Program to present a Bone
Builders informational series to older residents. The
Bone Builders Series ran weekly throughout
September. The Bone Builders Series focused on bone
health and how to maintain healthy bones.
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Phoenix
Job Corps

Fall Social Work
Internship Program

The HOPE VI Community and
Supportive Services Program and

The Arizona State University Social Work
Program began this fall. The program has now

the Phoenix Job Corps have
partnered to accept students from
their Worked Based Learning
Program. Angelica Gonzalez was
placed at the Emmett McLoughlin
Community Training and
Education Center in August 2006.
She is currently in the Business
Technology Program at Phoenix
Job Corps. She will spend six
weeks working as a clerical/

moved to their new home located in downtown
Phoenix. The HOPE VI CSS Program continues to
accept Social Work Bachelors and Masters level
student interns in partnership with the program.
Interns have provided the CSS Program with
valuable insight and new ideas while at that same
time learning to work with residents. In the past,
social work interns have planned a Crime Free
March; partnered with the Journalism Magnet
Program at Dunbar School; started both a Boy
Scout and Girl Scout Troop; and developed a youth

receptionist trainee. The Phoenix
Job Corps Center provides
vocational training to young adults
ages 16 — 24. While Ms. Gonzalez
is only 16 years old, she has done
an excellent job in her training
position. Any young adults who
are interested in obtaining more
information on training offered at
the Phoenix Job Corps Center can
call the admissions office at
602-322-2886 or visit their Web
site at http://phoenix.jobcorps.gov.

Tayshia Flanagan

improvisation workshop. This semester the
program is proud to introduce two new interns:

» Tonya Corley is in the foundation year
Masters social work program. She has spent
the past four years as a clinical service liaison
working with mental health clients at Empact-
SPC and working with individuals with
developmental and behavioral health
disabilities.

» Tayshia Flanagan is in the Bachelors Social
Work Program. Her experience includes
working with infants and she is looking
forward to working with a diverse population.

The CSS Program looks forward to working
with these industrious students.

HOPE VI Community Calendar

COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING:
(1st Tuesday of every other month)
5:30 -7 p.m.

Emmett McLoughlin CTEC
1150 S. 7th Avenue

TIME:
LOCATION:

SECTION 3 INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS:

Please call the HOPE VI Community and Supportive
Services Office at 602-534-1549 as the time, date
and location vary each month

COMMUNITY ACTION TEAM MEETINGS:
(2nd Thursday of the month)

TIME:
LOCATION:

5:30-7 p.m.

CTEC
1150 S. 7th Ave.

FIGHT BACK MEETINGS
(2nd Thursday of Every Month)

TIME:
LOCATION:

6 -7 p.m.

CTEC
1150 S. 7th Ave.
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