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Part I: Introduction 
Phoenix History 

Early Life along the Salt River 
Prior to either Columbus or the Norsemen, a well established, civilized community 
occupied the land we know as Phoenix. The Pueblo Grande ruins, which were 
occupied between 700 A.D. and 1400 A.D., testify to our city's ancient roots. Those 
former residents were industrious, enterprising and imaginative. They built an 
irrigation system consisting mostly of some 135 miles of canals, and the land 
became fertile.  Although the ultimate fate of this early civilization is not known, 
subsequent Native Americans observed their Pueblo Grande ruins and the vast canal 
system left behind and gave them the name "Ho Ho Kam" -- the people who have 
gone.  
 
Phoenix is Born 
Phoenix' modern history begins in 1867, when Jack Swilling of Wickenburg stopped 
to rest his horse at the foot of the north slopes of the White Tank Mountains. He 
looked down and across the expansive Salt River Valley and his eyes caught the rich 
gleam of the brown, dry soil. He saw farm land, predominately free of rocks, and in 
a place beyond the reach of heavy frost or snow. All it needed was water, and in 
1868 he organized the Swilling Irrigation Canal Company, 
 
Shortly thereafter, a small colony formed approximately four miles east of the 
present city. Swilling's Mill became the new name of the area, and it was later 
changed to Helling Mill, after which it became Mill City, and years later, East 
Phoenix.  Darrell Duppa suggested the name Phoenix, inasmuch as the new town 
would spring from the ruins of a former civilization, and that’s the accepted 
derivation of our name. Phoenix was officially recognized on May 4, 1868, by the 
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors through the creation of an election precinct. A 
post office was later established on June 15, 1868, with Jack Swilling as 
postmaster.  

 

The Great Sale 
Phoenix began is rich residential history with a great sale. The Prescott Miner 
carried the following advertisement on Dec. 7, 1870:  
 

"GREAT SALE OF LOTS AT 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

on the 23rd and 24th of December." 
 



     

 

The first effort resulted in the sale of 61 lots at an average price of $48 each, 
although the first lot at the southwest corner of First and Washington streets, 
sold for the rather steep price of $116.  
 

Whole Town Worth $550 
On April 10, 1874, President Grant issued a patent to Judge Alsap for the present 
site of Phoenix. The declaratory statement was filed at the Prescott Land Office 
on Feb. 15, 1872. Official entry was made at the Florence Land Office on Nov. 19, 
1873. The total cost of the Phoenix Townsite of 320 acres was $550, including all 
expenses for services. By 1875, there were 16 saloons, four dance halls, two monte 
banks and one faro table in Phoenix. 
 
In 1880 Phoenix had a population of 2,453, a school enrollment of 379 pupils, an ice 
factory and a new brick sidewalk in front of the Tiger Saloon. On Nov. 26 of that 
same year, Maricopa County had its first legal hanging.  
 

Incorporation in 1881 
Just as Phoenix had outgrown its original townsite-commissioner form of 
government, it grew too large for the village trustee operation. "The Phoenix 
Charter Bill" was passed by the 11th Territorial Legislature., which made Phoenix an 
incorporated city and provided for a government consisting of a mayor and four 
council members. It was signed by Governor John C. Fremont on February 25, 1881. 
The first regular meeting of the City Council was held on May 9, 1881. The first 
ordinance adopted was the one relating to the official seal of the city described as 
follows:  

"In the center a bird rising, and surrounding this the inscription 
Phoenix, Arizona - Incorporated February 25, 1881." 

 

Rail Transportation and State Government 
July 4, 1887, marked the arrival of the first Southern Pacific train from Maricopa 
Wells. The coming of the railroad was the first of several important events that 
revolutionized the economy of this area by allowing products to quickly move to 
eastern and western markets. In recognition of the increased tempo of economic 
life, the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce was organized on Nov. 4, 1888.  
 
That same year, temporary offices provided a home for the territorial government 
when they were moved to Phoenix from Prescott in 1889. The location of Arizona's 
Capitol had been moved several times since 1864. It was first established at Navajo 
Springs, then Prescott, then Tucson after an attempt to move it to La Paz failed, 
then back to Prescott, and finally to Phoenix.  



     

 

The Bustling 1890s 
Twenty years had passed since Phoenix, like its legendary namesake, had risen from 
the ashes of a bygone community. On March 12, 1895, the Santa Fe, Prescott and 
Phoenix Railroad ran its first train to Phoenix. It connected Phoenix with the 
northern part of Arizona and gave travelers another outlet to the east and west via 
the Santa Fe. The additional railroad speeded the capitol city's rise to economic 
supremacy in the state. 
 
By the turn of the century, the population of Phoenix had reached 5,554. The state 
Capitol finally got a permanent home when a 10-acre lot was donated at the west 
end of Washington Street, dedicated on Feb. 25, 1901.  
 

Roosevelt and Reclamation 
In 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt signed the National Reclamation Act making 
it possible to build dams on western streams for reclamation purposes, an important 
event for the people of Phoenix and the Valley. Valley residents quickly 
supplemented this federal action by organizing the Salt River Valley Waters Users' 
Association on February 4, 1903, to assure proper management of the precious 
water supply. 
 
The Theodore Roosevelt Dam was started in 1906, which was the first multiple-
purpose dam, supplying both water and electric power, to be constructed under the 
Act. On May 18, 1911, the dam was dedicated and opened a new era in farming for 
the Valley and secured the part of our economy that depended on water for its life.  

 

Growing into a Metropolis 
With the advent of statehood in 1911, Phoenix as well as Arizona, had come of age. 
The casual, easy growth that characterized a farming community slowly came to a 
stop. Phoenix began to grow into a young metropolis. At the end of its first eight 
years under statehood, Phoenix was no longer a town - it was an important city of 
29,053.  
 
By 1930, the size of Phoenix nearly doubled again with a 48,118 census count. There 
were 120 miles of sidewalks and 161 miles of streets - 77 with pavement. The public 
library had 51,000 books, and the police force had 70 men. The budget for the city 
came to $2,033,886.  
 
The year 1940 marked another turning point in Phoenix life. The city had gone as 
far as a farming center and then as a distribution center. When the war hit the 
United States, Phoenix rapidly turned into an embryonic industrial city. Luke Field, 



     

 

Williams Field and Falcon Field, coupled with the giant ground training center at 
Hyder, west of Phoenix, brought thousands of men into Phoenix. Their needs, both 
military and personal, were met in part by small industries in Phoenix.  
 
When the war ended, many of these men returned to Phoenix, and families came 
with them. Suddenly thousands of people were wondering what to do for a living. 
Large industry, learning of this labor pool, started to move branches here. Smaller 
plants were started by private capital and initiative. Water again began to run out 
as it had done several times before, but citizens were more fortunate than the Ho 
Ho Kam. Phoenix had the greatness of American technology to fall back on, and the 
era commencing with 1940 marked the end of agriculture's role as our chief 
provider. It was the beginning of a greater prosperity than Phoenix had ever known.  
 
In 1950, 105,000 people lived within the city limits of Phoenix and thousands more 
lived immediately adjacent to and depended upon Phoenix for their livelihoods. The 
city had 148 miles of paved streets and 163 miles of unpaved streets, a total of 311 
miles of streets within the city limits.  

 
A Major American City 
Perhaps the development of Phoenix since 1950 has been the most spectacular of 
all. Consider that at that time, Phoenix had an area of 17.1 square miles and a 
population of 106,000 that placed it 99th among American cities.  
  
Today, the city covers almost 514 square miles and has a population of 1.43 million, 
ranking it sixth in the country. While Phoenix is the corporate and industrial center 
of the southwest it has not forgotten its past, and it has retained its long-time 
reputation of friendliness and concern of its citizens for one another and their 
government. This has been attested to by the National Civic League, which four 
times since 1950 selected Phoenix as an "All-America City" in competition with 
hundreds of other cities and towns across the nation.  
 
The hallmark of an All-America City is the extent that its private citizens get 
involved in the workings of their government. Thousands of citizens have served on 
various city committees, boards and commissions to assure that major decisions are 
in the people's best interest. In addition to its four All-America City titles, Phoenix 
won the 1993 Carl Bertelsmann Prize, a prestigious international competition that 
recognized the best-run city government in the world. Phoenix, which shared the 
prize with Christchurch, New Zealand, was praised for its highly efficient and 
customer-oriented programs. 
 
 



     

 

Further accolades include:  
• Financial World magazine named Phoenix the best managed among the 

nation's largest cities in 1995 and 1991, and City and State magazine 
honored Phoenix with the title of Most Financially Sound Large City in 1991.  

• The Phoenix Sister Cities Commission received the Best Overall Program 
award from the Reader's Digest Association in 1995.  

• Sky Harbor International Airport won the Airport Council International's 
North America Peggy G. Hereford Airport Communications Excellence Award 
in 1994.  

• City Manager Frank Fairbanks was named 1994 Municipal Leader of the Year 
by the American City and County Magazine.  

• Phoenix won top national honors in 1994 from the National Association of 
Town Watch for its National Night Out activities.  

• Phoenix received the distinguished Public Enterprise Award in 1991, the 
highest honor bestowed upon a city, in the annual Technology Achievement 
Awards competition sponsored by Public Technology Inc.  

• Phoenix was the only city in the country selected to represent "Excellence in 
the Public Sector," a national PBS television special produced by management 
expert Tom Peters.  

• In 1989, Business Month magazine named Phoenix one of the nation's 10 
best-managed cities.  

• Sky Harbor Airport was selected the nation's best airport for passenger 
amenities by Money Magazine in 1988.  

• The Phoenix Personnel department and the Parks, Recreation and Library 
department each earned the highest awards by their professional 
organizations (Agency Award for Excellence, International Personnel 
Management Association, 1988; and Gold Medal Award, National Parks and 
Recreation Association, 1968 and 1986). 

 
Blessed with energetic and interested citizens willing to give of their time to solve 
tremendous problems of growth, Phoenix faces an era of unlimited development. As 
long as the people have vision, the past will be but a prologue of what is to come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

 

Growth Management in Phoenix 
Since 1970, Arizona and Maricopa County have been among the fastest growing 
areas in the United States. A major factor has been Arizona's quality of life, 
including its climate, recreational opportunities and positive business climate. Even 
during times of national recession, Arizona and Maricopa County still experienced 
modest levels of growth. Although Phoenix' growth rate has been slower than that 
of the county, the city also has experienced rapid growth rates. During the last 34 
years, Phoenix more than doubled its population to over 1.4 million people, an 
effective annual growth rate of 2.7 percent. As a result, Phoenix now encompasses 
over 600 square miles within its planning area, nearly one-half of which is 
agricultural or desert.  
 
Long-term national forecasts of the United States economy indicate that the 
factors that fueled growth in Arizona over the last 30 years will continue to be 
factors in the future. Thus, the region will grow with Arizona, Maricopa County and 
Phoenix continuing to attract new employment and residents in the foreseeable 
future. It is estimated that Maricopa County will double its population to 5.7 million 
by 2025. 
 
The city of Phoenix recognizes that growth is a regional phenomenon for which it 
has a responsibility to think regionally and act locally. The City of Phoenix General 
Plan Growth Area element reflects this philosophy, based on the city's Strategic 
View of Growth developed in 1994 and adopted in 1998. The Strategic View of 
Growth includes a basic goal and six strategic growth concepts focusing on: 
 

• managing long-term employment and residential growth,  
• encouraging infill of inner city areas,  
• protecting Phoenix's unique desert resources, and  
• linking economic development efforts more closely with community needs and 

growth goals.  
 
These concepts provide the basis for a more detailed discussion of specific 
community programs, and how they should be managed to reflect regional growth as 
well as the goals of the city of Phoenix. 
 
 
 
 
Part II: Who We Are and What We Will Become 
Below are a series of data sheets which provide a unique perspective of Phoenix, 
from a snapshot in time using Census 2000 data to population and employment 
projections for the future.  



Phoenix
U.S. Census Summary File 3, Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000

Subject Number Percent Subject Number Percent
TOTAL POPULATION 1,321,045   100% POPULATION BY RESIDENTIAL RELATIONSHIP

SEX AND AGE Total Population in Households 1,298,678   98.3%
Male 671,760         50.9%   Total Population in Family Households 1,094,130      82.8%
Female 649,285        49.1%     Male Householder 228,225        17.3%
Under 5 Years 113,685         8.6%     Female Householder 82,102           6.2%
5 through 9 112,602         8.5%     Spouse 226,088        17.1%
10 through 14 99,979          7.6%     Children 409,751         31.0%
15 through 17 54,971           4.2%     Other Relatives 102,774         7.8%
18 through 19 40,259          3.0%     Non-Relatives 45,190           3.4%
20 through 24 104,201         7.9%   Total Population in Non-Family Households 204,548        15.5%
25 through 34 225,644        17.1%     Male Householder 80,545          6.1%
35 through 44 215,832         16.3%     Female Householder 75,242          5.7%
45 through 54 158,023         12.0%     Non-Relatives 48,761           3.7%
55 through 59 51,564           3.9% Total Population in Group Quarters 22,316       1.7%
60 through 64 37,605          2.8%    Institutionalized 13,174           1.0%
65 to 74 58,883          4.5%    NonInstitutionalized 9,142             0.7%
75 to 84 36,289          2.7% As a percent of the total population
85 Years and Over 11,457           0.9%

HOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
18 Years and Over 938,610         71.1% Total Number of Households 466,114      100%
   Male 475,454        36.0% Single Person Households 118,209      25.4%
   Female 463,156         35.1%    Male Householder 57,358          12.3%
21 Years and Over 877,536        66.4%    Female Householder 60,851           13.1%
62 Years and Over 128,552         9.7% Two or More Person Households 347,905      74.6%
65 Years and Over 106,795         8.1%    Family Households 310,327         66.6%
   Male 44,476          3.4%       Married Couple Household 224,594        48.2%
   Female 62,319           4.7%          With Children 118,419          25.4%

         Without Children 106,175         22.8%
RACE       Other Family Household 85,733          18.4%
Persons of One Race (Including Hispanic) 1,277,769   96.7%          Male Householder, No Wife Present 28,332          6.1%
   White 938,853        71.1%             With Children 15,733           3.4%
   Black or African American 67,416           5.1%             Without Children 12,599           2.7%
   American Indian & Alaska Native 26,696          2.0%          Female Householder, No Husband Present 57,401           12.3%
   Asian 26,449          2.0%             With Children 36,100           7.7%
   Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander 1,766             0.1%             Without Children 21,301           4.6%
   Some Other Race 216,589         16.4%    Non-Family Households 37,578          8.1%
Persons of Two or More Races (Including Hispanic) 43,276       3.3%       Male Householder 23,187           5.0%

      Female Householder 14,391           3.1%
HISPANIC OR LATINO AND RACE Above as a percent of all Households
Not Hispanic or Latino (of any Race)* 870,571      65.9%
   White* 737,369        55.8% PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD & FAMILY 
   Black or African American* 61,835           4.7% Average Persons Per Household 2.79              
   American Indian & Alaska Native* 21,966           1.7% Average Persons Per Family 3.39              
   Asian* 24,791           1.9%
   Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander* 1,529             0.1%
   Some Other Race* 1,462             0.1% HOUSING OCCUPANCY 
   Two or More Races* 21,619           1.6% Total Housing Units 495,793      100%
Hispanic or Latino (of any Race)* 450,423      34.1%    Occupied Housing Units 465,864        94.0%
   White** 202,278        44.9%    Vacant Housing Units 29,929          6.0%
   Black or African American** 3,477            0.8%
   American Indian & Alaska Native** 4,161             0.9%
   Asian** 822               0.2% HOUSING TENURE
   Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander** 216                0.0% Occupied Housing Units 465,864      100%
   Some Other Race** 216,494         48.1%    Owner-occupied Housing Units 282,615         60.7%
   Two or More Races** 22,975          5.1%    Renter-occupied Housing Units 183,249         39.3%
* As a percent of the total population ** As a percent of Hispanic population



Phoneix
U.S. Census Summary File 3, Profile of Selected Economic Characteristics: 2000

Subject Number Percent Subject Number Percent
EMPLOYMENT STATUS INCOME IN 1999
Population 16 years & over 976,578      100% Total Households to Determine Income 466,114      100%
In Labor Force 648,496        66.4% Less than $10,000 37,689          8.1%
   Civilian Labor Force 647,297        66.3% $10,000 to $14,999 27,862          6.0%
      Employed 611,019          62.6% $15,000 to $24,999 63,160           13.6%
      Unemployed 36,278          3.7% $25,000 to $34,999 65,783          14.1%
   Armed forces 1,199             0.1% $35,000 to $49,999 82,180           17.6%
Not in labor force 328,082        33.6% $50,000 to $74,999 89,831           19.3%
Unemployment Rate (Civilian Labor Force): 5.6% $75,000 to $99,999 45,918           9.9%

$100,000 to $149,999 33,461           7.2%
Females 16 years & over 482,076      100% $150,000 to $199,999 9,674            2.1%
In Labor Force 285,661         59.3% $200,000 or more 10,556           2.3%
   Civilian Labor Force 285,367        59.2% Average Household Income in 1999 55,408$     
      Employed 269,051         55.8%
      Unemployed 16,316           3.4% Total Families to Determine Income 310,327      100%
   Armed forces 294               0.1% Less than $10,000 18,170           5.9%
Not in labor force 196,415         40.7% $10,000 to $14,999 14,485           4.7%
Unemployment Rate (Civilian Labor Force): 5.7% $15,000 to $24,999 38,618           12.4%

$25,000 to $34,999 40,229          13.0%
COMMUTING TO WORK $35,000 to $49,999 55,194           17.8%
Workers 16 years & over 599,592      100% $50,000 to $74,999 64,782          20.9%
Car, truck, or van - drove alone 429,616         71.7% $75,000 to $99,999 35,274          11.4%
Car, truck, or van - carpooled 104,339         17.4% $100,000 to $149,999 26,802          8.6%
Public transportation (including taxicab) 19,564           3.3% $150,000 to $199,999 8,023            2.6%
Walked 12,998           2.2% $200,000 or more 8,750            2.8%
Other means 13,139           2.2% Average Family Income in 1999 61,483$     
Worked at home 19,936           3.3%

Per capita income in 1999 19,833$         
OCCUPATION
Employed civilian population 16 years & over 611,019      100% POVERTY STATUS IN 1999
Management, professional & related occupations 188,553         30.9% Total Families 310,327      100%
Service occupations 96,989          15.9% Families in poverty (as a percent of all families) 35,590       11.5%
Sales & office occupations 177,517         29.1% With related children under 18 years 30,777          9.9%
Farming, fishing & forestry occupations 1,555             0.3%    only children under 5 years 6,510             
Construction, extraction & maintenance 73,276          12.0%    both children under 5 years and 5-17 years 12,295           
   occupations    only children 5-17 years 11,972           
Production, transportation, & material moving 73,129           12.0%
   occupations Families with female householder, no husband

present, in poverty (as a percent of all families) 13,582       4.4%
INDUSTRY With related children under 18 years 12,411            4.0%
Employed civilian population 16 years & over 611,019      100%    only children under 5 years 2,337            
Agriculture, forestry, fishing & hunting, mining 2,257            0.4%    both children under 5 years and 5-17 years 4,417             
Construction 59,010           9.7%    only children 5-17 years 5,657            
Manufacturing 64,421           10.5%
Wholesale trade 21,911            3.6%
Retail trade 70,887          11.6% Persons For Whom Poverty Status is determined 1,300,100   100%
Transportation & warehousing, & utilities 29,494          4.8% Persons below the poverty level 205,320      15.8%
Information 19,374           3.2% Under 5 years 27,167           13.2%
Finance, insurance, real estate, & rental/leasing 58,340          9.5% 5 through 11 32,385          15.8%
Professional, scientific, management, 76,364          12.5% 12 through 17 20,680          10.1%
    administrative & waste management services 18 through 64 114,247         55.6%
Educational, health, & social services 91,380           15.0% 65 through 74 5,302            2.6%
Arts, entertainment, recreation, 58,880          9.6% 75 and over 5,539            2.7%
    accomodation & food services
Other services (except public administration) 30,440          5.0% Persons 18 years & over below the poverty level 125,088      60.9%
Public administration 28,261           4.6% Persons 65 years & over below the poverty level 10,841       5.3%



Phoenix
U.S. Census Summary File 3, Profile of Selected Housing Characteristics: 2000

Subject Number Percent Subject Number Percent
UNITS IN STRUCTURE HOUSE VALUE
Total Housing Units 495,793      100% Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units4 250,050      100%
1-unit detached 285,575        57.6% Less than $50,000 9,311             3.7%
1-unit attached 25,961           5.2% $50,000 to $99,999 95,487          38.2%
2 units 7,453            1.5% $100,000 to $149,999 68,690          27.5%
3 or 4 units 22,716           4.6% $150,000 to $199,999 33,768          13.5%
5 to 9 units 24,741           5.0% $200,000 to $299,999 26,202          10.5%
10 to 19 units 26,176           5.3% $300,000 to $499,999 12,497           5.0%
20 to 49 units 20,402          4.1% $500,000 to $999,999 3,219             1.3%
50 or more units 60,973          12.3% $1,000,000 or more 876               0.4%
Mobile Home 20,689          4.2% Average Housing Value 146,525$    
Boat, RV, van, etc 1,107             0.2%

MORTGAGE STATUS & SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS
Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units4 250,050      100%

HOUSING OCCUPANCY With a mortgage 206,850      82.7%
Total Housing Units 495,793      100%    Less Than $300 664               0.3%
Occupied Housing Units 465,864        94.0%    $300 to $499 7,763            3.8%
Vacant Housing Units 29,929          6.0%    $500 to $699 26,511           12.8%

   $700 to $999 65,024          31.4%
   $1,000 to $1,499 68,774          33.2%

HOUSING TENURE    $1,500 to $1,999 23,366          11.3%
Occupied Housing Units 465,864      100%    $2,000 or More 14,748           7.1%
   Owner-occupied Housing Units 282,615         60.7% Average Monthly Mortgage Costs 1,225$       
   Renter-occupied Housing Units 183,249         39.3% Not Mortgaged 43,200          17.3%

MONTHLY OWNER COSTS AS A PERCENT OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME
YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units4 250,050      100%
Total Housing Units 495,793      100% Less Than 15.0 percent 76,797          30.7%
1999 TO March, 2000 16,343           3.3% 15.0 to 19.9 percent 45,992          18.4%
1995 to 1998 45,633          9.2% 20.0 to 24.9 percent 38,009          15.2%
1990 to 1994 37,292          7.5% 25.0 to 29.9 percent 26,104           10.4%
1980 to 1989 113,671          22.9% 30.0 to 34.9 percent 16,515           6.6%
1970 to 1979 124,296         25.1% 35.0 percent or more 44,584          17.8%
1960 to 1969 66,509          13.4% Not Computed 2,049            0.8%
1950 to 1959 61,754           12.5%
1940 to 1949 17,933           3.6% GROSS RENT
1939 or earlier 12,362           2.5% Specified Renter-Occupied Housing Units 182,952      100%

Less Than $200 5,334            2.9%
$200 to $299 4,430            2.4%

YEAR HOUSEHOLDER MOVED INTO UNIT $300 to $499 35,103           19.2%
Occupied Housing Units 465,864      100% $500 to $749 81,010           44.3%
1999 to March, 2000 134,810         28.9% $750 to $999 35,652          19.5%
1995 to 1998 152,706         32.8% $1,000 to $1,499 14,379           7.9%
1990 to 1994 69,639          14.9% $1,500 or More 2,454            1.3%
1980 to 1989 54,634          11.7% No Cash Rent 4,590            2.5%
1970 to 1979 32,728          7.0% Average Gross Rent 643$         
1969 or earlier 21,347           4.6%

GROSS RENT AS PERCENT OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME in 1999 
Specified Renter-Occupied Housing Units 182,952      100%

OCCUPANTS PER ROOM Less Than 15.0 percent 28,524          15.6%
Occupied housing units 465,864      100% 15.0 to 19.9 percent 26,370          14.4%
1.00 or less 407,690        87.5% 20.0 to 24.9 percent 25,457          13.9%
1.01 to 1.50 27,425          5.9% 25.0 to 29.9 percent 21,546           11.8%
1.51 or more 30,749          6.6% 30.0 to 34.9 percent 15,513           8.5%

35.0 percent or more 56,518           30.9%
Not Computed 9,024            4.9%



Phoenix
U.S. Census Summary File 3, Profile of Selected Social Characteristics: 2000

Subject Number Percent Subject Number Percent
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT RESIDENCE IN 1995
Population 3 years & over 1,252,557   100% Population 5 years & over 1,207,309   100%
Population 3 years & over enrolled in school 362,719         29.0% Same house in 1995 523,363        43.3%
Nursery School, preschool 21,997           1.8% Different house in 1995 684,220        56.7%
Kindergarten 22,921           1.8%    In the U.S. in 1995 607,592        50.3%
Elementary School (grades 1-8) 170,371         13.6%        Same county 412,607         34.2%
High School (grades 9-12) 74,115           5.9%        Different county 194,985         16.2%
College or graduate school 73,315           5.9%            Same state 24,047          2.0%
Not enrolled 889,838        71.0%            Different state 170,938         14.2%

   Elsewhere in 1995 76,628          6.3%
      In Puetro Rico in 1995 345               

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Population 25 years & over 795,297      100% CITIZEN STATUS AND PLACE OF BIRTH
Less than 9th grade 86,881           10.9% Total population 1,320,994   100%
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 99,087          12.5% Native 1,063,669   80.5%
High school graduate (includes equivalency) 181,850         22.9%     Born in United States 1,050,936      79.6%
Some college, no degree 194,671         24.5%         State of current residence 457,717         34.6%
Associate degree 52,365          6.6%         Different state 593,219         44.9%
Bachelor's degree 119,886         15.1%     Born outside United States 12,733           1.0%
Graduate or professional degree 60,557          7.6% Foreign born 257,325      19.5%

    Naturalized citizen 52,874          4.0%
Percent high school graduate or higher 76.6%     Not a citizen 204,451         15.5%
Percent Bachelor's degree or higher 22.7%

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME
Population 5 Years & over 1,207,309   100%

DISABILITY STATUS English only 818,864         67.8%
(Civilian NonInstitutionalized Population) 1,192,936   Language other than English 388,445      32.2%
Population 5 through 20 years 326,585      100%       Speak English less than "well" 127,243      32.8%
    With a disability 29,013           8.9%    Spanish 326,469        27.0%
Population 21 through 64 years 761,302      100%       Speak English less than "well" 118,037         36.2%
    With a disability 153,331         20.1%    Other Indo-European languages 30,477          2.5%
    With a disability, employed 88,921           11.7%       Speak English less than "well" 4,152             13.6%
    No disability 607,971         79.9%    Asian & Pacific Island languages 17,316           1.4%
    No disability, employed 459,167         60.3%       Speak English less than "well" 3,824            22.1%
Population 65 years & over 105,049      100.0%    Other Languages 14,183           1.2%
    With a disability 45,694          43.5%       Speak English less than "well" 1,230             8.7%

Notes:
 1 County Islands. These data may or may not include unincorporated Maricopa County islands.

 2 Language Spoken at Home. The data category "speak English less than well" provided in this profile of selected social characteristics
   is not comparable to U.S. Census Bureau DP-2 which displays numbers for those that "speak English less than very well".

 3 Sample Data. Summary File 3 data are sample data that are extracted from 1 in 6 households. It provides estimates for small groups &
    geographic areas. Summary File 1 data  provide exact numbers for very small groups and geographic areas. SF3 data estimates for small
    groups and geographic areas may be less exact. Consequently, there may be differences between SF3 sample data and SF1 100-percent
   count values. The goal of SF3 is to identify large differences among areas or large changes over time.

 4 Housing Excluded. Specified Owner-Occupied units include only 1-family houses on less than 10 acres without a business or medical 
    office on the property. The data for "Specified Units" excludes mobile homes, houses with a business or medical office, houses on 10
    acres or more, and housing units in multiunit buildings.

 5 Total Differences. Each SF3 table is created individually from a combination of questions derived from the census long form.
    Consequently, tables with similar data may have different values. For example: under HOUSING TENURE, Total Renter-Occupied units
    may have a different total compared to the sum of those units paying rent and those units that pay no cash rent under GROSS RENT.

Source: Summary File 3, U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. c:\communityprofiles\00sf3phx.xls
             Tabulation: City of Phoenix Planning Department, Research Group
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2000 Census Characteristics Among City Council Districts
Council Council Council Council Council Council Council Council

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 7 District 8
Total Population 161,387     170,137    165,523   165,553  165,527   164,829    168,149    167,414    
Persons of One Race 157,284    166,135    161,191     157,895  158,094   161,377    161,371    160,318    
   White 139,803    150,230   140,876   89,359   108,037   142,013    89,937     85,513     
   Black or African American 4,571        2,421       3,000       7,756     10,303     5,131        11,960      20,264     
   American Indian & Alaska Native 1,581         1,701        2,359       6,239     3,878       2,427       3,378       4,723       
   Asian 3,174        3,359       3,977       3,258     3,705       4,391        2,071       1,699       
   Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander 318           192          213          367        129          184           157          209          
   Some Other Race 7,837        8,232       10,766     50,916    32,042     7,231        53,868     47,910     

Persons of Two or More Races 4,103        4,002       4,332       7,658     7,433       3,452       6,778       7,096       
Persons Who Identify as Hispanic or Latino 20,925      20,549     27,095     96,385   64,104     18,697      106,794   98,125     

Number of Dwelling Units 62,365      68,651     69,156     59,249   58,271     76,837     49,652     54,920     
% Single Family Detached 66.8% 63.7% 60.4% 41.8% 59.8% 56.2% 62.3% 48.5%
% Owners 71.1% 72.4% 64.8% 43.3% 59.7% 62.8% 60.3% 46.8%
% Renters 28.9% 27.6% 35.2% 56.7% 40.3% 37.2% 39.7% 53.2%
Average Housing Value 120,132$   174,975$ 176,885$ 92,222$ 94,061$   238,881$  94,937$  100,048$ 
Average Gross Rent 716$         770$       706$       561$      624$       762$        534$       523$       

Total Number of Households 59,047      65,298     65,335     54,908   55,192     71,457      46,530     51,105      
Single-Person Households 12,761       15,191      17,684     15,453    12,592     23,188      8,815       13,049     
Two or More Person Households 46,286      50,107     47,651     39,455   42,600     48,269     37,715     38,056     
   Family Households 41,431       45,122     42,223     34,877   38,431     41,653      34,585     34,044     
      Married Couple Household 31,897      36,365     32,340     21,967    26,449     33,290     22,869     21,206     
      Other Family Household 9,534        8,757       9,883       12,910    11,982      8,363       11,716      12,838     
         Male Householder 2,875        2,604       3,095       4,859     3,909       2,688       4,180       4,279       
         Female Householder 6,659        6,153       6,788       8,051      8,073       5,675       7,536       8,559       
Persons Per Household 2.70          2.59         2.52         2.99       2.98         2.29         3.43         3.15         
Persons Per Family 3.27          3.16         3.18         3.96       3.69         3.04         4.15         4.07         

% Persons That Speak English Only 86.3% 84.3% 80.3% 45.2% 65.9% 86.0% 46.0% 47.5%
% Persons That Speak Language Other
   than English, Speak English Less Than Wel 13.7% 28.2% 32.8% 40.0% 27.7% 17.0% 33.2% 38.0%

Household Average Income 55,888$    64,373$  67,737$  38,907$ 44,020$  80,426$   40,264$  37,436$  
Family Average Income 62,080$    71,446$   78,740$  39,527$ 47,681$   99,032$   41,677$   38,958$  
% High School Graduate 87.2% 88.6% 86.6% 60.2% 73.8% 93.7% 56.2% 56.5%
Unemployment Rate - Civilian Labor Force 4.4% 3.6% 3.9% 8.1% 6.5% 3.2% 8.4% 9.4%
% Males Not In Labor Force, 16 and Over 22.1% 19.5% 22.0% 30.5% 26.2% 19.6% 37.0% 36.8%
% Persons Below Poverty Level 7.5% 7.5% 9.8% 26.1% 14.8% 5.9% 24.9% 30.1%
% Drive Alone to Work 77.4% 79.3% 76.2% 59.0% 69.0% 78.7% 62.1% 61.4%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census of Population and Housing,  Summary File 3
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Phoenix New Home and Resale Home Median Housing Value by ZipCode

Zip Code New  Resale New  Resale New  Resale New  Resale

85003 N/A 355,000$ N/A 276,750$ N/A 240,192$ N/A 215,750$ 
85006 N/A 165,000$ N/A 128,000$ N/A 116,451$  N/A 109,900$ 
85007 N/A 172,000$ N/A 165,000$ N/A 157,900$ N/A 134,000$ 
85008 N/A 165,000$ N/A 135,000$ N/A 121,000$  N/A 115,000$  
85009 N/A 115,000$  N/A 101,000$  N/A 90,000$   N/A 85,000$   
85012 N/A 410,000$ N/A 379,500$ N/A 277,500$ N/A 247,250$ 
85013 N/A 239,500$ N/A 172,200$ N/A 151,500$  N/A 147,000$ 
85014 N/A 225,000$ N/A 169,900$ N/A 153,000$ N/A 146,500$ 
85015 N/A 169,500$ N/A 132,900$ N/A 121,900$  N/A 115,000$  
85016 N/A 251,400$ N/A 215,000$ N/A 167,900$ N/A 151,000$  
85017 N/A 136,000$ N/A 112,710$  N/A 105,000$ N/A 97,750$   
85018 N/A 425,000$ N/A 324,750$ N/A 279,950$ N/A 225,000$ 
85019 N/A 150,000$ N/A 120,000$ N/A 110,850$  N/A 106,000$ 
85020 N/A 259,900$ N/A 180,000$ N/A 155,000$ N/A 151,000$  
85021 N/A 225,000$ N/A 190,000$ N/A 156,000$ N/A 148,000$ 
85022 N/A 263,700$ N/A 199,000$ N/A 175,000$ N/A 165,000$ 
85023 N/A 215,000$ N/A 165,000$ N/A 147,900$ N/A 145,900$ 
85024 322,863$ 260,000$ N/A 201,545$ N/A 172,900$ N/A 157,750$ 
85027 N/A 198,250$ N/A 146,000$ N/A 135,000$ N/A 126,000$ 
85028 N/A 324,900$ N/A 246,100$ N/A 212,000$ N/A 193,000$ 
85029 N/A 172,000$ N/A 134,900$ N/A 124,000$ N/A 116,000$  
85031 N/A 140,000$ N/A 112,500$  N/A 105,000$ N/A 99,900$   
85032 N/A 230,000$ 215,812$  174,500$ 146,955$ 150,000$ 148,598$ 142,450$ 
85033 N/A 145,000$ N/A 115,900$  N/A 105,500$ N/A 99,900$   
85035 N/A 133,100$  N/A 112,000$  N/A 103,000$ N/A 97,500$   
85037 241,352$ 172,000$ 166,380$ 128,000$ 159,186$  117,000$  141,640$  110,900$  
85040 N/A 138,000$ 135,541$  117,560$  127,204$ 104,000$ 117,486$  100,000$ 
85041 185,950$ 190,170$  154,228$ 137,883$ 143,355$ 115,000$  138,919$  93,500$   
85042 202,600$ 199,378$ 195,648$ 169,000$ 171,489$  150,000$ 165,272$ 124,000$ 
85043 187,836$ 191,000$  153,763$ 144,500$ 136,630$ 129,000$ 124,432$ 119,000$  
85044 N/A 279,900$ N/A 199,000$ N/A 181,000$  N/A 166,000$ 
85045 291,154$  437,700$ 267,885$ 300,000$ 261,366$ 266,000$ N/A 256,000$ 
85048 N/A 350,000$ N/A 240,000$ N/A 224,000$ 210,989$ 215,000$ 
85050 N/A 375,000$ N/A 240,000$ N/A 195,500$ N/A 182,000$ 
85051 N/A 161,000$  N/A 129,900$ N/A 119,000$  N/A 113,500$  
85053 N/A 189,000$ N/A 144,101$  N/A 130,000$ N/A 123,000$ 
85054 N/A 515,000$ N/A 377,250$ N/A 353,950$ N/A 326,000$ 
85085 299,990$ 348,000$ 251,512$  259,900$ 232,722$ 216,490$ 202,796$ 218,315$  
85254 N/A 450,000$ N/A 317,000$ N/A 275,000$ N/A 245,000$ 

Source: Arizona Republic, Valley Home Values Report, published twice annually.
* denotes a zipcode appearing in more than one community.
l:\tim'sdata\censusdata\spreadsheets\housevalueszipcode.xls

2005 2004 2003 2002



     

 

Arts and Entertainment 
For Museums, please see above. 
 
Arizona Opera    Black Theatre Troupe 
(Performances at various venues)  (Performances at Herberger Theater) 
4600 North 12th Street   333 East Portland Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85004    Phoenix, AZ 85004 
602-266-7464    602-258-8128 
 
Herberger Theater    Orpheum Theatre 
222 East Monroe Street   201 West Adams Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85004    Phoenix, AZ 85003 
602-252-8497    602-262-7272 
 
Phoenix Symphony Hall   Ballet Arizona 
(Performances at various venues)  (Performances at various venues) 
225 East Adams Street   3645 East Indian School Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85004    Phoenix, AZ  
Info@phoenixsymphony.org   602-381-1096 
 
Dodge Theatre    Phoenix Theatre 
400 West Washington Street  100 East McDowell Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85003    Phoenix, AZ 85 
602-379-2800 602-254-2151 
 
Celebrity Theatre    Valley Youth Theatre 
440 North 32nd Street   525 North First Street 
Phoenix, AZ      Phoenix, AZ 85 
602-267-1600    602-285-7300 
 
John Paul Theatre, Phoenix College  Arizona Fairgrounds 
1202 West Thomas Road   455 North Galvin Parkway 
Phoenix, AZ 85    19th Avenue & McDowell   
602-253-8188    Phoenix, AZ 85 
 
Phoenix Zoo     Mystery Castle 
Phoenix, AZ 85008    800 East Mineral Road 
602-273-1341    Phoenix, AZ 85042 

602-268-1581 
     
    
     



     

 

Sports and Recreation 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks   Cactus League Spring Training 
Bank One Ballpark    Phoenix Municipal Stadium 
401 East Jefferson Street   5999 East Van Buren Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85004    Phoenix, AZ 85008 
      602-495-7239 
 
Cactus League Spring Training  Thoroughbred Horse Racing 
Maryvale Baseball Park   Turf Paradise 
3600 North 51st Avenue   1501 West Bell Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85061    Phoenix, AZ 85023 
623-245-5500     
 
Phoenix Suns Basketball   Phoenix Greyhound Park 
Phoenix Mercury Basketball   3801 East Washington Street 
Phoenix Coyotes Hockey   Phoenix, AZ 85034 
Arizona Rattlers Arena Football  602-273-7181 
America West Arena     
201 East Jefferson Street    
Phoenix, AZ 85004     
602-379-2000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

 

Phoenix Points of Pride 

The Phoenix Pride Commission is proud to present the 30 favorite Points of Pride in 
Phoenix selected by more than 40,000 Valley residents. The Points of Pride 
locations are places you'd be proud to tell your friends and visitors not to miss 
when they're in town. Or you may want to take your family on an outing to enjoy 
Phoenix's most popular landmarks.  

The Points of Pride consist of parks, cultural facilities, historic residences and 
mountain peaks. All these unique locations are found within Phoenix city limits and 
contribute to the quality of life in the Valley.  

The Phoenix Pride Commission was created in August 1991 to foster a sense of 
community pride among Valley residents. The commission has presented four 
positive, unique programs since its inception including successful Sunday on Central 
events, a testimonial advertising campaign, Phoenix Walk of Pride program and the 
Points of Pride competition. For more information about Phoenix Pride Commission 
activities, call 602-262-7176. 

America West Arena - 201 E. Jefferson St. , 602-379-7800 
 www.americawestarena.com 
 
As the home of the Phoenix Suns, the Arizona Rattlers arena football team and the 
Phoenix Mercury, the one million-square-foot, 20,000-seat, multipurpose America 
West Arena plays host to more than 200 diverse sports and entertainment events a 
year. Opened June 1, 1992, two million people visit the arena each year, pumping 
millions of dollars into the Arizona economy and helping revitalize downtown 
Phoenix.  
 
Arizona Biltmore - 24th Street and Missouri Avenue, 602-955-6600 
www.arizonabiltmore.com 
 
A Valley landmark since 1929, the Arizona Biltmore recently completed a $50 
million renovation and expansion. Regarded as one of the finest resorts in the world, 
the Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired property - nicknamed "The Jewel of the Desert" - 
occupies 39 beautifully landscaped acres at the foot of Piestewa Peak Mountain. 
The resort has recently been featured in such prestigious publications as Travel & 
Leisure, Architectural Digest and The Hideaway Report.  
 
 



     

 

Arizona Center - On Van Buren Street between Third and Fifth streets, 602-271-
1000 www.arizonacenter.com 
 
Rising up from a cool, inviting landscape in the heart of downtown Phoenix is the 
Southwest's "must-see" marketplace, Arizona Center, featuring shopping, dining 
and entertainment. Shoppers will find the perfect gift at any one of our specialty 
shops and and marketplace carts. Dining is an adventure awaiting discovery with 
eight full-service and two quick-service restaurants, each featuring a comfortable 
patio area for dining "al fresco." First-run movies are shown at the 24-screen AMC 
theater. An Arizona discount flier is available on our Web site that offers specials 
for our shops and restaurants.  
 
Ben Avery Shooting Facility - 4044 W. Black Canyon Blvd., 623-582-8313 
www.basfaz.com 
 
The Ben Avery Shooting Facility is a professionally managed and operated, safe, 
fun, family-based, customer-friendly, shooting sports recreational facility, that 
provides a quality experience with a homelike atmosphere for a variety of shooting 
sports, activities and events, now and well into the future.  
 
Camelback Mountain - East McDonald Drive at Tatum Boulevard, 602-256-3220 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/hikecmlb.html 
 
The city's most prominent landmark, Camelback Mountain and the Echo Canyon 
Recreation Area, features sheer red cliffs, the Praying Monk rock formation and 
the familiar camel's silhouette. The 75.8-acre park is a favorite hiking and climbing 
spot. The summit trail is difficult.  
 
Cricket Pavilion - 2121 N. 83rd Avenue, one-half mile north of the I-10 Freeway 
(between 75th and 83rd avenues), 602-254-7200 www.cricket-pavilion.com 
 
This 20,000 seat open-air amphitheater, which opened in 1990, presents the top 
names in contemporary music. Considered to be among the finest outdoor 
entertainment venues anywhere, it is the only building of its size in the Valley 
designed specifically for musical performances. The facility has hosted most of the 
nation's top entertainers, including Jimmy Buffett, KISS, Dave Matthews Band, 
George Strait, Marc Anthony and Britney Spears. It features superior sight lines, 
unsurpassed acoustics and a permanent stage capable of handling the most 
sophisticated production. A specially designed cooling system combines air 
conditioning with custom-designed fans to cool the warm summer nights and keep 
performers and patrons comfortable.  



     

 

Deer Valley Rock Art Center - 3711 W. Deer Valley Road, 623-582-8007 
www.asu.edu/clas/anthropology/dvrac 
 
The Deer Valley Rock Art Center, a 47-acre nature preserve that contains more 
than 1,500 petroglyphs, merges past, present and future. Managed by Arizona 
State University's Department of Anthropology, the center features petroglyphs 
left on more than 500 boulders throughout the Hedgpeth Hills, a sacred Indian 
site. In a visitor's center, designed by famed Southwest architect Will Bruder, 
interpretive displays examine the process of petroglyph production, preservation 
and interpretation. The Glyph Shop offers a variety of items relating to rock art 
including books, clothing and jewelry. The site opened to the public in 1994 and is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Guided tours along the quarter-
mile trail are available for school and adult groups or visitors may stroll along on 
their own.  
 
Desert Botanical Garden - 1201 N. Galvin Parkway, 480-941-1225 www.dbg.org 
 
This unique garden, founded in 1937, displays one of the most extensive collections 
of desert plants in the world. The private, nonprofit museum sponsors 
internationally recognized programs in research, plant conservation and 
environmental education.  
 
Encanto Park - 15th Avenue and Encanto Boulevard, 602-262-6412 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/park25.html 
 
Encanto Park is a 222-acre oasis with picnic areas, a lagoon, boat house, swimming 
pool, nature trail, Kiddieland/Enchanted Island amusement park, urban fishing and 
two golf courses. The city's largest flatland park is an emerald-like jewel just a few 
blocks from the busy central corridor. The municipal golf courses offer modest 
fees and are busy all year long. The lagoon offers paddle boats and canoes as well 
as fishing and an opportunity to feed bread crumbs or popcorn to ducks. The 
facility also features a softball diamond, and basketball and tennis courts. Encanto 
(Spanish for "enchanted") Park is a favorite Valley spot for weekend picnics and 
cookouts.  
 
Heard Museum - 2301 N. Central Avenue, 602-252-8848 www.heard.org 
 
The Heard Museum focuses on the cultures and arts of Native Americans and the 
Southwest. Known for innovative programming and unique exhibits, the Heard's 
displays in 10 exhibit galleries and outdoor sculpture courtyards range from 
traditional and prehistoric artwork to contemporary cutting-edge, from hands-on 
activities to fine art. The museum also is known for its world-famous collection of 



     

 

kachina dolls. An outstanding array of authentic Native American artwork and other 
uniquely Southwestern items can be found in the Heard Museum Shop and 
Bookstore.  
 
The Herberger Theater Center - 222 E. Monroe St., 602-254-7399 
phoenix.gov/CIVPLAZA/stages.html#HERBERG 
 
The Herberger Theater Center is located in downtown Phoenix, directly facing 
Symphony Hall. Center Stage, the larger of the two theaters, seats 815 and has 
seating on three levels: orchestra, loge and balcony. The last row of the balcony is 
located only 66 feet from the stage level. Acoustical properties are superior and 
were specifically designed for the spoken word so that both drama and musical 
theater are served well in the space. There is an orchestra pit that, when not used 
for musicals, can be hydraulically raised or lowered to accommodate extended set 
designs or additional seating. Stage West seats 325 in a standard proscenium 
configuration on four levels: orchestra, loge, mezzanine and balcony. Stage West is 
also an intimate and flexible space where seating may be changed to accommodate 
thrust, arena or cabaret-style presentations.  
 
Historic Heritage Square - Sixth and Monroe streets, 602-262-5071 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/heritage.html 
 
A reminder of Phoenix's proud past, Historic Heritage Square recalls the city's 
Victorian past. The Rosson House is the cornerstone of a city block of museums, 
gift shops and restaurants housed in buildings that date from the late 1800s and 
represent the only remaining group of residential structures from the original town 
site of Phoenix.  
 
Japanese Friendship Garden - 1125 N. Third Ave., 602-256-3204 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/jfg.html 
 
The Japanese Friendship Garden - Ro Ho En features more than 1,500 tons of 
handpicked rock, more than 50 varieties of plants, flowing streams, a 12-foot 
waterfall and a Koi pond. The garden is the product and shared cultural vision of 
the Sister Cities of Phoenix and Himeji, Japan.  
 
Mystery Castle - 800 E. Mineral Road, 602-268-1581 
 
Adjacent to South Mountain, Mystery Castle is a native stone castle that features 
18 rooms, 13 fireplaces, parapets, many charming nooks and crannies, and is 
furnished with Southwestern antiques.  



     

 

Orpheum Theatre - 203 W. Adams St., 602-534-5600 
phoenix.gov/CIVPLAZA/stages.htm#ORPHEUMl 
 
The once magnificent Orpheum Theatre, built in an elaborate Spanish Baroque style 
in 1929, was underused and in serious disrepair when the city of Phoenix 
courageously purchased it in 1984. Shortly thereafter, the Junior League of 
Phoenix spearheaded a community effort to retain the architectural and historical 
integrity of the last historic theater in downtown Phoenix and helped place the 
Orpheum on the National Register of Historic Places in 1985. An $11.4 million 
restoration, funded through city bond funds authorized by Phoenix voters in 1988 
and private sector donations, transformed the theater into a technically modern, 
but architecturally and historically preserved, 1,400-seat venue for performing 
arts, community and civic events as well as a location for visitor and convention use 
in the heart of downtown Phoenix. Reopened in January 1997, the Orpheum can 
accommodate local, regional and national touring productions, performance 
companies and nonprofit performing arts groups.  
 
Papago Park/Hole-In-The-Rock - Galvin Parkway and Van Buren Street, 602-256-
3220 phoenix.gov/PARKS/hikepapa.html 
 
This fabulous park, located on 1,200 acres of rolling desert hills and rugged 
mountains, features a golf course, museums, picnic areas, fishing lagoons (urban 
fishing license required), hiking trails and the Hole-In-The-Rock landmark.  
 
Thomas J. Pappas School - 355 N. Fifth Ave., 602-452-4750 
www.tjpappasschool.org 
 
The Thomas J. Pappas School was founded in 1989. In its early existence there 
were only eight children and the school was held at a shelter. Soon it became 
obvious there were going to be more children, and needed to move to other 
locations in the downtown Phoenix area. In 1997, the new Pappas School was built 
for children Kingergarten through 5th grade. The school's mission is to develop 
within all students the leadership qualities to fulfill their roles as responsible 
citizens of a changing world and to provide enrichment opportunities to curtail 
homelessness.  
 
Patriots Square Park - Washington Street and Central Avenue, 602-262-4627 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/patriots.html 
 
Located in the heart of downtown Phoenix, Patriots Square Park features two-and-
a-half acres of open space with grass, trees, benches, an outdoor performing arts 
stage and two food kiosks. The park often is a site for community celebrations, 



     

 

including the Arizona Asian Festival and Cinco de Mayo, and serves as a decorative 
"cover" for a large underground parking garage. 
  
Phoenix Art Museum - Central Avenue and McDowell Road, 602-257-1222 
www.phxart.org 
 
The largest in the Southwest, the museum features about 16,000 art works in its 
collection of American, European, Asian, Latin American, Contemporary and 
Western American art and fashion design, and hosts half a million visitors each 
year. Enjoy international exhibitions and the work of renowned artists. Not to be 
missed are the Thorne Miniature Rooms of historic interiors and the interactive 
ArtWorks Gallery for children. Take advantage of the audio guide to create your 
own tour, visit the Museum Store for unique gifts, and the Art Museum Cafe for 
great food, and attend art classes, gallery talks and family programs.  
 
Phoenix Mountains Park and Recreation Area - 2701 E. Squaw Peak Drive, 602-
262-7901 phoenix.gov/PARKS/hikesqua.html 
 
Piestewa Peak, part of the Phoenix Mountains Preserve, is one of the city's best-
known landmarks. The park features a 1.2-mile trail to the peak's summit, which 
offers a spectacular view of the Valley of the Sun.  
 
Phoenix Zoo - 455 N. Galvin Parkway, 602-273-1341 www.phoenixzoo.org 
 
The Phoenix Zoo is the nation's largest privately owned, nonprofit zoological park. 
The Zoo is home to more than 1,300 animals, including 200 endangered or 
threatened birds, mammals and reptiles from around the world. Each lives along one 
of four distinctive trails. The Arizona Trail features plants and animals of the 
American Southwest; the Africa Trail presents meerkats, lions, warthogs and more; 
the Discovery Trail brings young visitors together with small mammals from around 
the world, and includes a barnyard petting area; the Tropics Trail highlights plants 
and animals from the rain forests of the world. Celebrate the natural world with 
daily up-close animal encounters and zookeeper talks. See the Zoo's new white 
rhinos, Notch and Half-Ear, who traveled across the country to their new home at 
the Phoenix Zoo in the fall 2004.  
 
Pueblo Grande Museum and Archaeological Park - 4619 E. Washington St., 602-
495-0901 phoenix.gov/PARKS/pueblo.html 
 
Pueblo Grande is the only National Historic Landmark in the city. The park includes 
an actual Hohokam culture ruin and an on-site museum featuring exhibits of the 
Hohokam and other cultures of the Southwest.  



     

 

Shemer Art Center and Museum - 5005 E. Camelback Road, 602-262-4727 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/shemer.html 
 
Near the base of Camelback Mountain is the Shemer Art Center and Museum, a 
reminder of the early days of Phoenix. Built between 1919 and 1928, the Santa Fe 
mission-style residence has become a family cultural center offering classes, 
special events and art exhibits showcasing Arizona and nationally known artists. 
Also on display is the Howard House, a miniature replica of an 1890 Colonial 
mansion.  
 
South Mountain Park - 10919 S. Central Ave., 602-495-0222 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/hikesoth.html 
 
Serving as the "exclamation point" of pride, South Mountain is the largest municipal 
park in the world. The 16,500-acre park is home to more than 300 specimens of 
plant life and a wide variety of fauna, including rabbits, foxes, coyotes, snakes, 
lizards and birds. The park features picnic areas and ramadas, hiking trails and 
spectacular lookouts. South Mountain Park is the home of the 10,907-square-foot 
South Mountain Environmental Education Center, 602-534-6324.  
 
St. Mary's Basilica - Third and Monroe streets, 602-252-7651 
www.diocesephoenix.com/parish/saintmarybasilica.htm 
 
Founded in 1881 , this is the oldest Catholic church building in Phoenix, and in 
September 1987, the basilica received an historic visit from Pope John Paul II. St. 
Mary's is still an active Roman Catholic church where Mass is said on a daily basis. 
The basilica is noted for its carillon tower and for its magnificent stained glass 
windows, which were executed by the Munich School of stained glass art.  
 
Symphony Hall - 225 E. Adams St., 602-534-5600 
phoenix.gov/CIVPLAZA/stages.html#SYMPH 
 
In the heart of downtown Phoenix lies Symphony Hall, home of The Phoenix 
Symphony, Ballet Arizona and the Arizona Opera. This cultural center features 
myriad theatrical and musical events ranging from touring Broadway shows to 
appearances by top performers such as Jay Leno, James Taylor, Melissa Etheridge 
and Doc Severinson.  
 
 
 
 



     

 

Telephone Pioneers of America Park - 1946 W. Morningside Drive, 602-262-4543 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/telepark.html 
 
A park of a very different kind, Telephone Pioneers of America Park in northwest 
Phoenix is a unique point of pride. It opened in 1988 and is the nation's first 
barrier-free park for physically challenged individuals. The park, which was built by 
volunteers on land donated by the city of Phoenix, was funded entirely through 
donations. The $2.5 million facility features two beep baseball fields, a therapeutic 
heated pool, wheelchair accessible playground equipment, handball, volleyball, 
tennis, basketball, shuffleboard and an activity room. There also are ramadas, grills 
and picnic facilities. The park offers a variety of special social and recreation 
programs and special events for people with disabilities. 
  
Tovrea Castle - 5041 E. Van Buren St., 602-262-6412 
phoenix.gov/PARKS/tovrea.html 
 
Another familiar Phoenix landmark, Tovrea Castle sits atop a cactus-covered hill 
like a giant tiered wedding cake. This one-of-a-kind castle was built in the 1920's 
by Alessio Carraro and sold shortly thereafter to cattle baron Edward Tovrea. The 
castle reflects the rustic elegance of 1900 Arizona. Now owned by the city of 
Phoenix, the castle is an historic preservation project of the Phoenix Historic 
Preservation Office and the Parks and Recreation Department. The city has 
completed a garden restoration project on the grounds. The castle currently is not 
open to the public.  
 
Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza - 1700 W. Washington St., 602-542-4581 
 
About a mile and a half west of downtown Phoenix, in the shadow of the State 
Capitol, the Capitol Museum and the government mall, is Wesley Bolin Plaza, 
honoring the late governor who was better known as the perennial Secretary of 
State. The plaza covers two square blocks of the State Capitol grounds and is the 
site of 23 memorials commemorating the achievements of Governor Bolin and other 
prominent Arizonans. On the eastern tip of the plaza rests the anchor of the USS 
Arizona, sunk during the Japanese raid on Pearl Harbor in 1941, as a memorial to 
the men who died aboard the battleship. The plaza is a frequent site for political 
rallies, peaceful demonstrations and memorial ceremonies.  
 
Wrigley Mansion - 2501 E. Telawa Trail, 602-955-4079 
www.wrigleymansionclub.com 
 
Dominating the crest of a 100-foot hill and presiding over the magnificent 
neighborhoods of the Biltmore area, sits the elegant Wrigley Mansion. Completed in 



     

 

1931, the mansion was built by chewing gum magnate William Wrigley Jr. as a 50th 
wedding anniversary present for his beloved wife, Ada. Currently, the mansion 
operates as a private club, with dues of only $10 per year, featuring world-class 
cuisine with polished service and personalized attention for all guests. Public tours 
are available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


