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BLOCK PARTY FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

CAN WE CLOSE OUR STREET FOR A BLOCK PARTY? 

• Yes, many local streets can be closed when residents are in agreement and access for the rest of the 
neighborhood is not blocked.  Phoenix neighborhoods close streets for nearly 200 block parties each 
year, in all parts of the City.  Phoenix’s Block Party Street Closure process requires residents to circulate 
a Hold Harmless Agreement to affected homes and to furnish barricades on the day of the closure. 

 
WHICH STREETS CAN BE CLOSED FOR A BLOCK PARTY AND HOW LATE CAN I HAVE A BLOCK 
PARTY? 

• Local streets and non-emergency streets can be blocked off, while arterial and collector streets can not 
be blocked off.  All block parties must be concluded by 11:00 p.m. 

 
WHAT IS THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT THE HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT? 

• Hold Harmless Agreements must be received two weeks prior to the party. Once we receive the 
completed Hold Harmless Agreement, we will send you an authorization letter for the block party. 

 
HOW MANY SIGNATURES DO I NEED TO OBTAIN? 

• You must notify and obtain signatures from residents of all households living along both sides of the 
street that you want to block off. All addresses must be accounted for! 

 
WHAT DO I DO WHEN SOMEONE IS ON VACATION, REFUSES TO SIGN, THE LOT IS VACANT, OR 
THEY ARE NOT AT HOME? 

• Vacation, refuses to sign, or vacant lot: Please note on the Hold Harmless Agreement petition that the 
owner is on vacation, refused to sign, or lot is vacant.  All addresses must be accounted for! 

• Not Home: Leave a note on the door informing them of the request for a block party street closure and 
ask the owner to call you when they return.  This will make it easier for you to schedule a time to visit 
them and obtain their signature. 

 
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? 

• There is no charge for a block party.  Your only cost is 
in furnishing the traffic barricades and signs necessary 
to close the street.   

 
DOES THE CITY PROVIDE THE BARRICADES OR THE 
SIGNS? 

• No, the City cannot provide the barricades, but the 
yellow pages under “Barricades” lists many companies 
that rent barricades.  You may want to call several 
because prices vary.  

 
WHAT KIND OF BARRICADES WILL I NEED?  

• You will need a total of four “Type I” barricades, two on each end of the street.  You will also need 
one “Street Closed” sign on each end of the street, placed on one of the barricades.  You will need 
barricades with flashers if the party is after dark. 

 
WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 

• For additional information, or to request a block party on your street, call 602-495-0242. 
 
 
This publication can be made available in Braille, large print, audio tape, or cassette tape upon request.  Contact 
the Street Transportation Department at 602-262-6284 if you would like any of these services.  Our TTY phone 
number is 602-256-4286.                                                                                                                                rev 6/06 


