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City of Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon recognizes the critical link between quality arts education and a student's ability to achieve in school and in the workplace.  He believes that the arts play an important role in improving education and encouraging new thinking about teaching and learning.  Positive and supportive relationships develop among students, teachers and the school community when they are involved in creating, performing or responding to works of art.

The Mayor wants to recognize schools and programs that have done an outstanding job of making the arts an essential part of education in their district.   By creating the Mayor's School of Excellence Award for Outstanding Achievement in Arts Education, Mayor Gordon hopes to celebrate Phoenix's rich and diverse cultures by showcasing the success stories of students and schools. 

The winning schools will go on to be considered for a John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts National Schools of Distinction in Arts Education Award.   
To be considered for a School of Excellence Award, the schools' arts education program should have two or more of the following characteristics:

· The school should teach all the arts (music, visual arts, dance and theatre) as specific disciplines as well as integrated into other subject areas.

· The program should use creative approaches to learning, provide appropriate learning environments for teaching the arts, and recognize that the arts are critical and essential to education.  
· The program should provide opportunities for parental involvement in the educational lives of their children through hands-on, creative, arts-based activities. 
· The program should provide students with various opportunities for learning about other cultures through the arts, enabling them to explore differences in ways that are devoid of cultural bias.

· The program should provide community connections that build value and respect for the community by offering students diverse experiences beyond the classroom.
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