






instrument approaches to runways under
instrument meteorological conditions.

TERMINAL RADAR APPROACH CONTROL: An
element of the air traffic control system
responsible for monitoring the en-route and
terminal segment of air traffic in the airspace
surrounding airports with moderate to high-
levels of air traffic.

TETRAHEDRON: A device used as a landing
direction indicator.  The small end of the
tetrahedron points in the direction of landing.

THRESHOLD: The beginning of that portion of the
runway available for landing.  In some instances
the landing threshold may be displaced.

TOUCH-AND-GO: An operation by an aircraft
that lands and departs on a runway without
stopping or exiting the runway.  A touch-and-
go is recorded as two operations: one
operation for the landing and one operation
for the takeoff.

TOUCHDOWN: The point at which a landing
aircraft makes contact with the runway 
surface.

TOUCHDOWN ZONE (TDZ): The first 3,000 feet
of the runway beginning at the threshold.

TOUCHDOWN ZONE ELEVATION (TDZE): The
highest elevation in the touchdown zone.

TOUCHDOWN ZONE (TDZ) LIGHTING: Two rows
of transverse light bars located symmetrically
about the runway centerline normally at 100-
foot intervals. The basic system extends 3,000
feet along the runway.

TRAFFIC PATTERN: The traffic flow that is pre-
scribed for aircraft landing at or taking off
from an airport. The components of a typical
traffic pattern are the upwind leg, crosswind
leg, downwind leg, base leg, and final
approach.

UNCONTROLLED AIRPORT: An airport without
an air traffic control tower at which the con-
trol of Visual Fl ight Rules traffic is not
exercised.

UNCONTROLLED AIRSPACE: Airspace within
which aircraft are not subject to air traffic
control.

UNIVERSAL COMMUNICATION (UNICOM): A
nongovernment communication facility
which may provide airport information at
certain airports. Locations and frequencies of
UNICOM’s are shown on aeronautical charts
and publications.

UPWIND LEG: A flight path
parallel to the landing
runway in the direction of
landing. See “traffic pat-
tern.”

VECTOR: A heading issued to an
aircraft to provide navigational
guidance by radar.

VERY HIGH FREQUENCY/ OMNIDIRECTIONAL
RANGE STATION (VOR): A ground-based elec-
tronic navigation aid transmitting very high
frequency navigation signals, 360 degrees in
azimuth, oriented from magnetic north. Used
as the basis for navigation in the national air-
space system. The VOR periodically identifies
itself by Morse Code and may have an addi-
tional voice identification feature.
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VERY HIGH FREQUENCY OMNI-DIRECTIONAL
RANGE STATION/ TACTICAL AIR NAVIGATION 
(VORTAC): A navigation aid providing VOR
azimuth, TACAN azimuth, and TACAN 
distance-measuring equipment (DME) at 
one site.

VICTOR AIRWAY: A control area or portion
thereof established in the form of a corridor,
the centerline of which is defined by radio
navigational aids.

VISUAL APPROACH: An approach wherein an
aircraft on an IFR flight plan, 
operating in VFR conditions under the control
of an air traffic control facility and having an
air traffic control authorization, may proceed
to the airport of destination in VFR conditions.

VISUAL APPROACH SLOPE INDICATOR (VASI):
An airport lighting facility providing vertical
visual approach slope guidance to aircraft
during approach to landing by radiating a
directional pattern of high intensity red and
white focused light beams which indicate to
the pilot that he is on path if he sees
red/white, above path if white/white, and
below path if red/red. Some airports serving
large aircraft have three-bar VASI’s which
provide two visual guide paths to the same
runway.

VISUAL FLIGHT RULES (VFR): Rules that govern
the procedures for conducting flight under
visual conditions. The term VFR is also used in
the United States to indicate weather condi-
tions that are equal to or greater than
minimum VFR requirements. In addition, it is
used by pilots and controllers to indicate
type of flight plan.

VISUAL METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS:
Meteorological conditions expressed in terms
of specific visibility and ceiling conditions
which are equal to or greater than the
threshold values for instrument meteorologi-
cal conditions.

VOR: See “Very High Frequency Omnidirec-
tional Range Station.”

VORTAC: See “Very High Frequency Omnidi-
rectional Range Station/Tactical Air
Navigation.”

WARNING AREA: See special-use airspace.

WIDE AREA AUGMENTATION SYSTEM: An
enhancement of the Global Positioning Sys-
tem that includes integrity broadcasts,
differential corrections, and additional rang-
ing signals for the purpose of providing the
accuracy, integrity, availability, and continu-
ity required to support all phases of flight.

AC: advisory circular

ADF: automatic direction finder

ADG: airplane design group

AFSS: automated flight service station

AGL: above ground level

AIA: annual instrument approach

AIP: Airport Improvement Program

AIR-21: Wendell H. Ford Aviation Investment 
and Reform Act for the 21st Century

ALS: approach lighting system

ALSF-1: standard 2,400-foot high intensity 
approach lighting system with 
sequenced flashers (CAT I 
configuration)

ALSF-2: standard 2,400-foot high intensity 
approach lighting system with 
sequenced flashers (CAT II 
configuration)

APV: instrument approach procedure 
with vertical guidance
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ARC: airport reference code

ARFF: aircraft rescue and firefighting

ARP: airport reference point

ARTCC: air route traffic control center

ASDA: accelerate-stop distance available

ASR: airport surveillance radar

ASOS: automated surface observation 
station

ATCT: airport traffic control tower

ATIS: automated terminal information 
service

AVGAS: aviation gasoline - typically 100 low 
lead (100LL)

AWOS: automated weather observation 
station

BRL: building restriction line

CFR: Code of Federal Regulations

CIP: capital improvement program

DME: distance measuring equipment

DNL: day-night noise level

DWL: runway weight bearing capacity 
for aircraft with dual-wheel type 
landing gear

DTWL: runway weight bearing capacity 
fo aircraft with dual-tandem type 
landing gear

FAA: Federal Aviation Administration

FAR: Federal Aviation Regulation

FBO: fixed base operator
FY: fiscal year

GPS: global positioning system

GS: glide slope

HIRL: high intensity runway edge lighting

IFR: instrument flight rules (FAR Part 91)

ILS: instrument landing system

IM: inner marker

LDA: localizer type directional aid

LDA: landing distance available

LIRL: low intensity runway edge lighting

LMM: compass locator at middle marker

LOC: ILS localizer

LOM: compass locator at ILS outer marker

LORAN: long range navigation

MALS: medium intensity approach 
lighting system

MALSR: medium intensity approach lighting 
system with runway alignment 
indicator lights

MIRL: medium intensity runway edge 
lighting

MITL: medium intensity taxiway edge 
lighting

MLS: microwave landing system

MM: middle marker

MOA: military operations area

MSL: mean sea level

NAVAID: navigational aid

NDB: nondirectional radio beacon

NM: nautical mile (6,076 .1 feet)

NPES: National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System
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NPIAS: National Plan of Integrated Airport 
Systems

NPRM: notice of proposed rulemaking

ODALS: omnidirectional approach 
lighting system

OFA: object free area

OFZ: obstacle free zone

OM: outer marker

PAC: planning advisory committee

PAPI: precision approach path indicator

PFC: porous friction course

PFC: passenger facility charge

PCL: pilot-controlled lighting

PIW: public information workshop

PLASI: pulsating visual approach 
slope indicator

POFA: precision object free area

PVASI: pulsating/steady visual 
approach slope indicator

PVC: Poor visibility and ceiling.

RCO: remote communications outlet

REIL: runway end identifier lighting

RNAV: area navigation

RPZ: runway protection zone

RSA: Runway Safety Area

RTR: remote transmitter/receiver

RVR: runway visibility range

RVZ: runway visibility zone

SALS: short approach lighting system

SASP: state aviation system plan

SEL: sound exposure level
SID: standard instrument departure

SM: statute mile (5,280 feet)

SRE: snow removal equipment

SSALF: simplified short approach lighting 
system with sequenced flashers

SSALR: simplified short approach lighting 
system with runway alignment 
indicator lights

STAR: standard terminal arrival route

SWL: runway weight bearing capacity 
for aircraft with single-wheel type 
landing gear

STWL: runway weight bearing capacity 
for aircraft with single-wheel tan-
dem type landing gear

TACAN: tactical air navigational aid

TDZ: touchdown zone

TDZE: touchdown zone elevation

TAF: Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) Terminal Area Forecast

TODA: takeoff distance available

TORA: takeoff runway available

TRACON: terminal radar approach control

VASI: visual approach slope indicator

VFR: visual flight rules (FAR Part 91)

VHF: very high frequency

VOR: very high frequency 
omni-directional range

VORTAC: VOR and TACAN collocated
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