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Mayor’s health-care plan will benefit residents
T

his week, Mayor Greg Stanton
and the Phoenix City Council
approved an ordinance that will
access nearly $200 million each year
for the residents of Phoenix, related to
health care for the
uninsured. I am honored to have been
asked to be a part of
the mayor’s creative
solution to a growing
issue for hospitals and
residents.
This ordinance will
My Turn
positively impact all
residents of Phoenix,
MICHAEL
particularly those I
NOWAKOWSKI
serve in the South
Mountain area. The neighborhoods in
the district I service were some of the
hardest hit during the downturn. Many
residents lost their jobs and their
health insurance. Unfortunately, District 7 also holds the record for the
most foreclosed homes in Phoenix.
Hospitals in Phoenix are struggling
to manage the escalating costs of serving the uninsured. Next year, Phoenix
hospitals expect to rack up an astounding $540 million in costs that will not be
covered unless we take the steps proposed by the mayor.
This plan is not about a handout.

Rather, it simply accesses our city’s
fair share of federal dollars designated
for health-care needs. The city will
assess participating Phoenix hospitals
on a per-bed basis. Those dollars collected will be matched 2-to-1 at the
federal level.
The money will then be transferred
to the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS). Hospitals
will operate at a more manageable loss
related to the uninsured, with reimbursements expected to be around 66
percent.
This isn’t just about providing health
care for the uninsured or covering
some of the costs for hospitals. It is
about managing a health-care system
that we all rely on and continuing job
growth in the industry, rather than
seeing it decline as other sectors have.
We simply cannot have a healthy city
without healthy hospitals.
Again, I am honored to be a part of
the mayor’s team, working with our
hospital leaders to create this plan of
action, and I look forward to hearing
from you.
Michael Nowakowski represents District 7
on the Phoenix City Council. He can be
reached at council.district.7@phoenix.gov or
602-262-7492.

The City Council approved an ordinance that will tax hospitals in order to help patients
who are not insured. A city cannot be healthy without healthy hospitals. THE REPUBLIC

Something as simple as PJs can make child happy
A

s owners of Honest-1 Auto Care
in Phoenix, we are proud to be
partnering with the Pajama Program this holiday season for the second
consecutive year. The Pajama Program
is a national organization that provides
new pajamas and books to children in
need. The Honest-1 family finds it of
vital importance to help all they can in
their community, especially during
these holiday months as no child should
be left feeling cold and alone at night.
This partnership was developed in
2011 in order to enhance the lives of as
many disadvantaged children as possible throughout the communities of
Phoenix. We were instantly drawn to

the Pajama Program, as its mission is
so in tune with that of our own. We want
to share this message from one community to the next and bring awareness to
the fact that something as simple as a
warm set of clothing is lacking among
many children and families.
We believe that even one small act of
kindness, like a warm pair of pajamas
and a book, in an otherwise chaotic life,
can spark a feeling of care and joy that
is essential to a child’s well-being. We
hope to be part of giving that sparks
and creates a ripple effect among communities statewide. A simple donation
of a book or pajamas can make all the
difference in an entire childhood.

We ask that from
now through Dec. 31,
customers bring in one
or more new children’s
books and/or new pajamas to the Honest-1
Auto Care shop, 12621
N. Paradise Village
My Turn
Parkway in Phoenix.
For each customer’s
KRISTIN AND
generosity, 10 dollars
TRACY
STEWARD
in “Honest Bucks” will
be given back to them
for future car repair or maintenance
services. Along with that, Honest-1
Auto Care will donate one dollar toward
the purchase of pajamas for each cus-
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tomer that comes to the store.
Last year, the program collected 90
pairs of new pajamas and books. This
year, Honest-1 strives to achieve that
goal and then some, and bring smiles to
even more children. Help your community this holiday season and help give
the chance for all children to feel loved,
nurtured and cared for.

Kristin and Tracy Steward own Honest-1
Auto Care in Phoenix. For more information
about their program, please visit
www.honest-1paradisevalley.com or call
602-404-6785.
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