ows. Crown’s proposal would revitalize
Those are key concessions, repreagreement gives them the authority to
today. Shuttered since 2004, the resort
a gem of a property, restoring some of
senting an attempt at compromise that
eliminate the golf course altogether
has become largely swallowed by
its long-dormant glamor and — more
would have been dismissed by develand entitles them to build as many as
weedsThe
and litter,
a
veil
of
mildew
coatArizona Republic 12/08/2012
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importantly — bring in bed-tax
with “My
Way”
mentalities.
584 two-story townhouses on
the site.
ing its cavernous pool.
We hope Paradise Valley Town Coun- in a town with few other means of raisHowever, the proposed permit allows
The property’s owner, Crown Realty
ing revenue.
cil reaches this important decision in
for the preservation of the golf course

A Special Olympian sure to make Phoenix proud
A

s a Phoenix city councilman, I
have had the opportunity to meet
some pretty amazing people,
from world leaders to the teachers who
dedicate their lives to inspiring our
young people to be the best they can be.
I recently had the opportunity to
meet one young lady who really
touched my heart. Her name is Leanna
Maul. From Jan. 29 through Feb. 5,
Leanna will represent Phoenix at the
2013 Special Olympics World Games in
PyeongChang, South Korea, joining
3,300 athletes and coaches from 112
countries. Her sport is snowshoeing.
In many ways, Leanna is your typical Washington High School senior. She
smiles a lot and loves meeting new

people. Her favorite
class is history because she enjoys learning about the world,
and her least favorite
class is math.
During the past
three years, after the
My Turn
school day ends, Leanna hits the field to
DANIEL
practice her sport, and
VALENZUELA
on many weekends
heads up to Flagstaff with her coach to
perfect her moves in the snow. Snowshoeing has taught Leanna lessons
about life and the importance of taking
one step at a time to achieve your
dreams. She has already proven that

she has the dedication and determination to be a winner at the Games and in
life.
Like many, Leanna has faced some
challenges, but she refuses to give in
and let these challenges limit her. She
credits her grandmother’s love and
support for lifting her up as she pursues her dreams, and her teacher and
coach, Terrie Sansom, for being by her
side each step of this amazing journey.
Special Olympics, founded by Eunice Kennedy Shriver in 1968, was created to promote “respect, acceptance,
inclusion and human dignity for people
with intellectual disabilities.” The International Olympic Committee officially endorses and recognizes Special
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Olympics.
Leanna embodies the spirit of the
people who call Phoenix home, and I
know she will represent us well. I encourage you to support Leanna in her
quest for the gold by visiting SpecialOlympicsWorldGames2013.kintera.org.
Leanna, your Phoenix family will be
cheering you on from here at home!

Daniel Valenzuela is a Phoenix city
councilman. He can be reached at
602-262-7446 or
council.district.5@phoenix.gov. He can be
followed on Twitter @Daniel4Phoenix and
facebook.com/DanielforPhoenix.
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