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This FAQ presentation has been organized thematically. 
If you ha ve  a  que s tion tha t ha sn’t be e n a nswe re d, jot it 
down, a nd we ’ll ha ve  a n ope n Q&A time  a t the  e nd of 

the  pre se nta tion.

The  FAQ docume nt will be  a va ila ble  online  be ginning 
Monda y.
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Short ans we r: No. 

City of Phoe nix re s ide nt a t both the  time  of Ste p 1 s ubmis s ion 
(Augus t 18 , 2 0 2 4 ) and award notifica tion (Octobe r 2 0 2 4 ). 
Evide nce  of re s ide ncy mus t be  provide d a t the  time  of Ste p 1.  

Long answer: All grant dollars from our agency are intended 
for Phoe nix re s ide nts  or orga niza tions . For this  spe c ific  
progra m, with pa nde mic  re lie f dolla rs  from the  fe de ra l 
gove rme nt, Phoe nix City Counse l de c ide d tha t the se  spe c ific  
dolla rs  would go to putting  Phoe nix a rtis ts  “ba ck to work.”

I don’t live  in Phoe nix 
prope r, but my s tudio 
and e ntire  practice  
happe ns  ins ide  
Phoe nix. 

Am I e ligible ?
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Short ans we r: Pe rhaps . 

• You cannot doubledip on funding from our agency for the 
same project. 

• If you received an A2W grant in 2023, you are eligible to 
apply (give that the project is different)

• If you received an A2W grant in 2024, you are ineigible to 
apply.

I received another 
grant from Arts & 
Culture. Can I apply 
for this one?
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Short ans we r: For the  pas t two cycle s  and this  curre nt one , 
te ams  a re  not e ligible  to apply. 

Long answer: There is a workaround. If an artist team has at 
le a s t one  me mbe r who me e ts  e lig ibility on the ir own a s  a n 
individua l a rtis t, the y a re  e lig ible  to a pply a s  a n indivuda l. Of 
course , the re  budge t will inc lude  compe nsa tion for a ny 
colla bora tors . 

The  individa l a rtis t a pplica nt will ne e d to spe a k a bout the ir 
own work, provide  work sa mple s  tha t c le a rly spe c ifiy the ir 
contribution to a  finishe d proje c t, a nd te ll a n a rtis t ba ckground 
a nd ide ntity from the ir individua l le ns . 

If tha t pe rson is  a wa rde d, the y a re  a wa rde d a n a n individua l 
a rtis t. 

I am part of an a rtis t 
te am. Can we  apply 
as  a  te am or can I 
apply on be ha lf of the  
te am?
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Short ans we r: Only if cura tion of othe r a rtis ts ’ work he avily 
fe a ture s  the  applicant’s  origina l work. 

Long answer: While we appreciate the inherant collaborative 
va lue  of cura tion a nd e xhibition of othe rs ’ work, this  gra nt is  
de s igne d to put a n a rtis t ba ck to the ir own work a s  a n a rtis t. 

Howe ve r, if your proposa l fe a ture s  both your own work a nd 
othe rs ’ work, you a re  e lig ible  to be  condide re d if the  work 
sa mple s  you provide  showca se  your own a rtis try a nd ca pa c ity. 

My propos e d proje ct 
include s  cura tion of 
othe rs ’ a rt. Is  a  
cura te d s how e ligible  
for A2 W funding?
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No. 

This grant is a project grant, meaning you are asking for funds 
for a  spe c ific  a rts -ba se d proje c t, not your ge ne ra l bus ine ss  or 
for ge ne ra l e xpe nse s . 

Your propose d proje c t mus t be  orig ina l a nd a rts -ba se d (e .g . 
ma nuscript, visua l produc t, pe rforma nce , e tc .). Howe ve r, 
those  ite ms  ca n be  inc lude d in the  proje c t budge t. 

Can I us e  this  grant 
for my bus ine s s ?
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Any a rt form tha t is  origina l (lite ra ry, film, vis ua l, dance / othe r 
pe rformance , c lothe s  de s ign, mus ic , the a te r, inte rdis ciplina ry, 
e tc .). 

The re  is  no quota  we  commit to making in te rms  of awards , but 
we  hope  the  outcome  is  ba lance d. 

2023 - Mos tly visua l
2 0 2 4  - Ba la nce  of visua l, pe rforma nce , a nd inte rdisc iplina ry
2 0 2 5  - Hope fully ba la nce  of visua l, pe rforma nce , lite ra ry, a nd 
inte rdiscplina ry

Which a rtis tic  
dis c ipline s  a re  
e ligible  to apply?  

Be yond e ligibility, 
which a re  the  mos t 
like ly to be  s e le cte d?
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• The  propos a l ca te gory you s e le ct a t the  time  of the  Ste p 1 
s ubmis s ion will de te rmine  which pane l re vie ws  your 
applica tion. 

• Re vie we rs  a re  e xpe rie nce d in re la tion to the ir a s s igne d 
pane l.

• Additiona lly, e ach propos a l ca te gory pane l will us e  unique  
e va lua tion crite ria  to guide  the ir s coring. 

I’m los t on how to 
s e le ct my propos a l 
ca te gory. How do I 
choos e  which one ?
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Ple as e  re fe r to the  following s te ps  whe n de te rmining the  
appropria te  ca te gory for your applica tion.

1.Cons ide r your own a rtis tic  pra c tice  (his toric , curre nt, a nd 
poss ibly future )

2 .Re vie w the  e xpa nde d de scription for e a ch ca te gory.
3 .Cons ide r how othe r a rtis ts  ide ntify the mse lve s  a nd the ir 

work. 

I’m los t on how to 
s e le ct my propos a l 
ca te gory. How do I 
choos e  which one ?
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An e xpe rime nta l a rtis t may:
• Have an in -depth understanding of the form and its 

history/development;
• Identify as someone whose intention is to push boundaries 

within the form;
• Incorporates less used materials, processes, techniques, 

and/or themes.

A committed to artistic growth artist may:
• Takes risks with their own work as they define it;
• Readily seeks opportunities for continued education and 

formation in relationship to their arts practice.

I’m still stuck on 
whether to select 
“Experimental” or the 
“Commitment to 
Artistic Growth.” I 
think I am 
experimental in some 
ways, but am nervous 
I won’t be competitive 
in the category. 

Phoenix Arts & Culture | Application FAQs | August 2024 PROPOSAL CATEGORY



Furthe r...

1.Is  it importa nt to you to be  cons ide re d a n “e xpe rime nta l 
a rtis t” in te rms  of a wa rds , gra nts , CV?

2 .Do you not jus t push your own bounda rie s  but the  
bounda rie s  of the  form’s  his torica l e volution?

3 .Ha ve  you done  a ny re se a rch to se e  if wha t you do is  more  
or le s s  typica l?

4 .Are  you a ble  to comforta bly a rticula te  how you a re  
e xpe rime nta l in your pra c tice ?

5 .Do othe r a rtis ts  who sha re  your disc ipline  cons ide r you 
e xpe rime nta l?

I’m s till s tuck on 
whe the r to s e le ct 
“Expe rime nta l” or the  
“Commitme nt to 
Artis tic  Growth.” I 
think I am 
e xpe rime nta l in s ome  
ways , but am ne rvous  
I won’t be  compe titive  
in the  ca te gory. 

Phoenix Arts & Culture | Application FAQs | August 2024 PROPOSAL CATEGORY



A community-inte gra te d a rtis t may:

• Incorporate workshops/education into the development of 
their work;

• Have a standing relationship with a niche community or 
neighborhood; 

• Holds some responsibility for community care in relation to 
the development and presentation of creative work;

• Rely on and honor the talents and skills of other 
contributors.

What do you mean 
that the “Community 
Integration” panel will 
consider best 
practices?
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The number of applicants invited to Step 2 and ultimately 
awarded a grant award will be proportional to the number 
of applications received in each category. 

How many a rtis ts  will 
you award in e ach 
propos a l ca te gory?
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Your Ste p 1 proje ct propos a l is  a  rough propos a l. 

However, for applicants invited to complete the full 
a pplica tion, the  ma in ide a  of the  dra ft proje c t proposa l mus t 
ca rry ove r into the  full a pplica tion. 

Upon be ing a wa rde d, a ny s ignifica nt cha nge s  to proje c t 
a nd/ or proje c t budge t mus t be  submitte d to gra nts  s ta ff a nd 
re ce ive  forma l a pprova l. 

Can the  proje ct 
propos a l change  from 
Ste p 1 to Ste p 2 , or 
e ve n a fte r be ing 
awarde d?  
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No, it’s  unne ce s s a ry, e s pe cia lly cons ide ring you have  limite d 
word count to s hare  about your proje ct.

Focus  on the  work be ing made , not how it will be  pre s e nte d, 
unle s s  the  making include s  me mbe rs  of the  community and is  
he lpful in e xpla ining how the  a rt is  conce ive d or cons tructe d.

Awardees will have the option of either presenting their own 
work to the  public  within City of Phoe nix bounda rie s  a nd/ or 
be ing pa rt of a  J a nua ry 2 0 2 6 , showca se  coordina te d a nd 
promote d by the  Phoe nix Office  of Arts  a nd Culture . 

Should I addre s s  how 
my proje ct will be  
pre s e nte d to the  
public  within the  
applica tion?  
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Ye s ! You can vie w the  comple te  guide line s  and a ll applica tion 
que s tions  on our we bs ite .

www.phoe nix.gov/ a rts / grants -program/ a rtis ts towork
 

Is  it pos s ible  to vie w 
the  e ntire  applica tion 
be fore  filling it out?
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• Individual virtual or phone meetings (as many as you need)
• Support and tools in English and Spanish
• Info sessions and workshops
• Hearing from past grantees
• FAQ

*Limited feedback on past applications due to capacity

What s upport do you 
offe r applicants ?
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Short ans we r: Ge ne ra lly, no. 

Long answer: The SurveyMonkey portal does not allow edits to 
submitte d a pplica tions . Howe ve r, if you a cc ide nta lly submit 
S te p 1 of the  a pplica tion s ignifica ntly a he a d of the  de a dline  
a nd se nd a n e ma il to  ha ve  your a pplica tion de le te d so you ca n 
re s ta rt, we ’ll de le te  the  a pplica tion a nd you ca n re submit. 

• We  s trongly re comme nd tha t you dra ft your a pplica tion on 
a  Word a pp or Cloud-ba se d writing  a pplica tion be fore  
moving to e a ch of the  porta ls  for submiss ion.

• For S te p 2  invite d a pplica nts , dra fts  ca n be  sa ve d, but you 
a re  not a ble  to ma ke  e dits  once  you submit the  a pplica tion.

If I s ubmitte d my 
applica tion but want 
to make  an e dit, can I 
go in mys e lf to e dit or 
s ubmit a  corre cte d 
applica tion?
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No

If you submit multiple applications, we will only move one 
through the  re vie w proce ss , g ive n tha t it is  e lig ibile  to be  
cons ide re d. 

Can I s ubmit more  
than one  applica tion?  
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No la te  s ubmis s ions  will be  acce pte d. 

Both Step 1 and Step 2 are due on their respective dates at 
11:5 9  p.m. S ta ff is  not a va ila ble  on we e ke nds  to a s s is t with 
a pplica tion submiss ions . In othe r gra nt progra ms , we  ha ve  
a cce pte d la te  a pplica tions , but due  to the  high volume  of 
submitte d a pplica tions , we  don’t a cce pt la te  submiss ions . 

Do you acce pt la te  
applica tions ?

Phoenix Arts & Culture | Application FAQs | August 2024 APPLYING BASICS



i

Work Sample s !Is  the re  anything 
diffe re nt this  cycle  in 
the  applica tion?
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i

• Re vie w the  work s ample s  guide

• If you have  a  dis cipline  tha t include s  collabora tors , s pe cify 
e xactly wha t your role  was / is  in the  work s ample

• Provide  work s ample s  tha t s how finis he d work, not works  in 
progre s s  or non-polis he d compone nts  of your propos e d 
proje ct

• Have  othe rs  re vie w your work s ample s

• The  fe we r dis tractions , the  be tte r!

Can you provide  work 
s ample  tips  for Ste p 
1?
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i

Re vie we rs  a re  guide d to s tick to the  e va lua tion crite ria  whe n 
de te rming if the y Re comme nd, Re comme nd with Re s e rva tions , 
or Do Not Re comme nd. 

What qua litie s  doe s  
the  pane l look for in a  
proje ct to de e m it 
worthy of this  grant?
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i

• Concre te  language  (fe we r abs tractions )

• Organize d ide as  tha t don’t confus e  re vie we rs  about wha t 
you e nvis ion as  a  proje ct

• Some  inclus ion of pe rs ona l s tory, but applica tions  tha t 
don’t ge t ove rwhe lme d by pe rs ona l s tory

• Applicants  tha t know how to te ll the ir s tory of de ve lopme nt

What qua litie s  did 
s e le cte d applica tions  
have  in common?
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i

General guidance to building a competitive application at both 
stages (Step 1 and Step 2) includes being cle a r, concre te , and 
dire ct in the  a pplica tion na rra tive  re sponse s . 

Pa ne lis ts  will be  looking for a  thre ad line  be twe e n the  
a pplica nt’s  e duca tion, knowle dge , a nd forma tion, the ir proje c t 
proposa l, a nd work sa mple s . For the  2 nd s te p full a pplica tion, 
pa ne lis ts  will look for the  thre a d line  be twe e n the  full na rra tive  
portion, work sa mple s , a nd the  proje c t budge t. 

How will my 
applica tion be  more  
compe titive ?
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This  grant program is  inte nde d for a rtis ts  who a re  e ithe r 
e me rging or mid-care e r. 

Is  ca re e r s tage  an 
important part of the  
s e le ction proce s s ?
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The  “Community Inte gra tion” propos a l ca te gory is  s pe cifica lly 
inte nde d for a rtis ts  and proje cts  tha t be ne fit a  broade r or 
s pe cific  community.

Are  pane lis ts  looking 
for proje cts  tha t 
be ne fit a  broade r 
community only, or 
a re  pe rs ona l proje cts  
acce pte d a t the  s ame  
ra te ?
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Not a t a ll. The  e va lua tion crite ria  is  wha t is  cons ide re d whe n 
re vie wing an applica tion. 

Step 1 evaluation criteria is general.

Ste p 2  e va lua tion c ritie ra  is  spe c ific  to the  proposa l ca te gory. 

How doe s  an a rtis t’s  
s ocia l me dia  
pre s e nce  or 
popularity impact 
your de cis ion?
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Again, the  e va lua tion crite ria  of e ach propos a l ca te gory is  wha t 
is  cons ide re d whe n re vie wing an applica tion. 

Doe s  the  a rtis t’s  
pe rs ona l politics  
impact your de cis ion?
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Support for s e le cte d a rtis ts  has  e volve d from the  firs t cycle . 

• $ 7 5 0 0  grant (tax e xe mpt for a  fina l ye ar)
• Award promotion (s ocia l me dia  kit)
• Profe s s iona l de ve lopme nt
• Staff che ck-ins
• Showcas e  production and promotion

What s upport is  
offe re d to s e le cte d 
a rtis ts ?
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