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WHAT IS A
SUSTAINABILITY OFFICER? 
 Sustainability Officers are elected student leaders,
who oversee, educate, and incorporate
sustainable practices on their high school
campuses. 
The position is part of student council, though
Sustainability Officers may be appointed from
elsewhere, including highly active environmental
clubs, if necessary. 
Sustainability Officers "green" their schools by
finding sustainable alternatives and bettering their
school environment. They work with the
community to create events promoting
sustainable practices.

Sustainability Officers attending orientation at Phoenix City Hall



The pursuit of a healthy environment,
economic prosperity and social justice to
ensure the well-being and quality of life

of present and future generations.

The Sustainability Officer is an amended
position in the student government

constitution with the purpose of enhancing
their campus through developing

sustainability leaders, improving civic
engagement, and embedding sustainability

on school campuses.

P O S I T I O N  D E S C I R P T I O N

W H A T  I S  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y ?

Create Annual Plan
Meet monthly with
Program Advisor
Meet monthly with
SO district peers
Lead 1-2 major
projects
Assist with SO
election for the
next school year

Increasing opportunities for grants, special funding and awards
Developing sustainability leaders and opportunities in schools through student
government and clubs.
Being highlighted as a trailblazer and national leader on sustainability in schools
Increasing civic engagement among student bodies towards local government and
community.
Helping Phoenix reach its 2050 Sustainability Goals.
Embedding sustainability on school campuses through sustainable plans and projects.
Participating Students prioritized for ASU Sustainability Champions Scholarship.

B E N E F I T S  T O  T H E  P A R T I C I P A T I N G  S C H O O L S  

School Activities Idea List

Required
Activities

Suggested
Activities

Support a campus
Environmental
Club
Support the
"greening" of
school events
Implement
activities to
increase recycling
Run campus-wide
environmental
audits

Indoor Air Quality Action Plan
Integrated Pest Management

Bike share program
Bike maintenance & safety training
Carpool program

Water walk-through's
Add water bottle refilling stations
Do an energy walk-through's (Guide
available)

Community garden & composting Planting
on campus (trees, edible landscape, etc)
Host an "Eat Real" Day

Sustainable/green purchasing products list
Bulk buying of sustainable products

Special waste collection events
Extension of recycling program (bins,
signage, education efforts)
Paperless classroom campaign
Battery & cell phone recycling program

Air quality

Waste & Recycling

Economy

Food/Land

Water/Energy

Transportation

Sustainability Officers
Campus Framework



Waste Management:

COP Public Works - Recycling Practices | Zero

Waste Lifestyle | Recycling Myths | Backyard

Composting | Master Recycler

Environmental Protection Agency - Composting

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality -
Compost Guide

ANTI-BULLYING RESOURCES
If you are being bullied, please let us know!

Document everything that is happening and reach

out to us. We will  help you get in touch with school

officials. 

Helpful Links about Bullying:

Stopbullying.gov

What Kids Have to Say About Bullying TED

Talk

Education and Activity Resource Links

Water Conservation:
COP Water Services - Water Conservation

Incentives | Drought Stage 1 FAQs | Water

Wrangler Institute | Water Efficiency Interactive |

Stormwater Interactive | Youth Resources | Water

Usage Calculator | Outdoor Conservation

Resources

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality -

Drinking Water in My Community | PFAS My

Community App

Transportation:

COP Street Transportation - Transportation Safety

Topics | Active Transportation Program |

Transportation 2050 | Reinvent PHX

City of Phoenix Planning and Transportation -
Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 

Air Quality:

COP Environmental Programs - Reducing Carbon
Footprint | Ozone Conservation | Dust Reduction
Maricopa County - Air Quality Outreach

Buildings, Land Use, and Open Space:

COP Parks and Recreation - Phoenix's Urban
Forest 
ASU Sustainable Cities Network - Heat
Vulnerability Map Webtool
City of Phoenix Keep PHX Beautiful - Community
Gardens
City of Phoenix Environmental Programs -
Wildlife Resource Hub

Food Systems:

COP Environmental Programs - 2025 Food Action
Plan | Food Resources | Food Systems Overview 

Environmental Audits:

United States Department of Agriculture -
Conducting Student Food Waste Audit 
Rumba Lara Environmental Education Centre -
School Energy Audit
Carleton College - 7 Step School Water Audit 

Project Implementation:

ASU Sustainable Cities Network - Sustainability
and Environmental Grants
COP Office of Sustainability - How to Address
Sustainability Issues on Campus

Sustainability Action Plan:

Program Sustainability Assessment Tool - Sample
Sustainability Plan
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality -
Environmental Issues in my Community
COP Environmental Programs - ESG Dashboard
|Sustainability

Campus “Greening”:

ASU Sustainable Cities Network ASU - Greening
Events Guide For Schools
RCE Greater Phoenix - Sustainability Educational
Toolkits 

https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworkssite/Documents/WEB_Zero%20Waste%20Recycling%20List%208-18.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworkssite/Documents/Zero%20Waste%20Lifestyle%20Tips.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworkssite/Documents/Zero%20Waste%20Lifestyle%20Tips.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworkssite/Documents/Recycling%20Myths.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworkssite/Documents/pwd_pdf_compost_instructions.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworkssite/Documents/pwd_pdf_compost_instructions.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworkssite/Documents/Master_Recycler_Brochure.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://azdeq.gov/compostguide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HsuuRt_OdY
https://www.stopbullying.gov/
https://www.stopbullying.gov/resources/get-help-now
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HsuuRt_OdY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HsuuRt_OdY
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/water-conservation-incentives
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/water-conservation-incentives
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservicessite/Documents/Drought_Stage_1_FAQs_2022_10_Rev.pdf
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/waterwrangler
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/waterwrangler
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/resourcesconservation/water-efficiency#!SourcesArea
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/envservices/stormwater-program/interactive
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/youthprograms
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/usage-calculator
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservices/usage-calculator
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservicessite/Pages/Outdoor-Conservation-Resources.aspx
https://www.phoenix.gov/waterservicessite/Pages/Outdoor-Conservation-Resources.aspx
https://adeq.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=6d17997b9c4e4c0c81f94516aebc7e2b
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/9a4b9734d7134b5e8e4820a996eb3191
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/9a4b9734d7134b5e8e4820a996eb3191
https://www.phoenix.gov/streets/safety-topics
https://www.phoenix.gov/streets/safety-topics
https://www.phoenix.gov/streets/activetransportation
https://www.phoenix.gov/T2050
https://www.phoenix.gov/pdd/reinvent-phx
https://www.phoenix.gov/pdd/tod
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/climate-resources
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/climate-resources
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/ozone
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/dust
https://www.maricopa.gov/5914/Outreach
https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/parks/urban-forest
https://www.phoenix.gov/parks/parks/urban-forest
https://globalfutures.asu.edu/sustainable-cities/heat-vulnerability-map-and-cooling-solutions-webtool/
https://globalfutures.asu.edu/sustainable-cities/heat-vulnerability-map-and-cooling-solutions-webtool/
https://www.keepphxbeautiful.org/
https://www.keepphxbeautiful.org/
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/wildlife-links
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/food-systems/2025-phoenix-food-action-plan
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/food-systems/2025-phoenix-food-action-plan
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/food-systems/resources
https://www.phoenix.gov/oep/food-systems
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-12/documents/guide_to_conducting_student_food_waste_audit_-_nov_20_2017.pdf
https://rumbalara-e.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/r/rumbalara-e/green-schools/Energy_Audit_Dec_2013.pdf#:~:text=How%20to%20do%20an%20Energy%20Audit%20Three%20simple,about%20energy%20use.%20Analyse%20the%20school%E2%80%99s%20electricity%20bills
https://serc.carleton.edu/files/NAGTWorkshops/servicelearning/activities/7-step_school_water_audit.pdf
https://globalfutures.asu.edu/sustainable-cities/sustainability-and-environmental-grants/
https://globalfutures.asu.edu/sustainable-cities/sustainability-and-environmental-grants/
https://sustaintool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Sample-Plans-EvaluationPartnersCommunications.pdf
https://sustaintool.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Sample-Plans-EvaluationPartnersCommunications.pdf
https://azdeq.gov/MyCommunity
https://esg-phoenix.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.phoenix.gov/sustainability/goal
https://globalfutures.asu.edu/sustainable-cities/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2023/09/COP042-Greening-Events-Guide_FIN-1.pdf
https://globalfutures.asu.edu/sustainable-cities/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2023/09/COP042-Greening-Events-Guide_FIN-1.pdf
https://rcegreaterphoenix.org/toolkits/
https://rcegreaterphoenix.org/toolkits/

